
First Baptist Church 

Special Events 
Sunday, December 3 
5:30 p.m. Sister Chicks Christmas Party 
 

Tuesday, December 5 
7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

Thursday, December 7 
5:30 p.m. Choir at Bright Leaf Place 
 

Saturday, December 9 
7:00-11:00 a.m. Kiwanis Club Pancake  
 Breakfast at FBC 
1:30 p.m. Handbells at the Danville 
 Museum 
6:00-9:30 p.m. Youth Christmas Party 
 

Sunday, December 10 
2:00 p.m. Homebound Communion 
 

Monday, December 11 
12:00 p.m.  Spire Information Due 
 (for January) 
5:30 p.m. Handbells at Bright Leaf  Place 
 

Tuesday, December 12 
7:00 p.m. Leadership Council Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Deacons’ Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 13 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 

Saturday, December 16 
9:30 a.m. Dress Rehearsal for  Lessons  
 & Carols 
 

Tuesday, December 19 
7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

Thursday, December 22 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Caroling Downtown 
 

Sunday, December 24 
4:30 p.m. Pre-Service Music 
5:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve 
 Service with communion 
 

Monday, December 25 Church Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, December 26 Church Office Closed 
 
  

Return Service Requested 

Regular Weekly Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8:00-8:30 a.m. Breakfast Club 
9:00 a.m.  Prayer Time 
9:15-10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:10-10:30 a.m. Coffee & Donuts 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Mondays 
5:30-7:00 p.m. Handbells 
 

Wednesdays 
4:45-5:30 p.m. Rabbit Hole Study Time 
5:30-6:00 p.m. Supper is served 
5:30-7:15 p.m. Childcare 
   (infants-3 years old) 
6:00-7:00 p.m. Youth Group 
6:00-7:15 p.m. Children’s Music and 
   Bible Study 
6:15-7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:15-8:45 p.m. Church Choir 
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December 3, 2017 
Rev. Emmett Young 

Guest Speaker 
Come, Like the Snow by Lantz  

~~~~~ 

December 10, 2017 
Luke 3:1-6; Malachi 2:17-3:5  
For Unto Us a Child is Born  

by Purifoy   
~~~~~ 

December 17, 2017 
Service of Lessons and Carols  

~~~~~ 

December 24, 2017 
Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46b-55  

Noel Festival by Larson  
~~~~~ 

December 31, 2017 
Luke 2:22-40; Galatians 4:4-7  

One Small Child by Meece 

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 
Christmas 
Youth Christmas Party 

On Saturday, December 9, the youth will gather at the church for a 
Christmas Party!!!  We will begin at the church at 6:00 pm for dinner 
and fun.  Then we will head over to G.W. High School to enjoy the 
Danville Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas Concert around 8:00 pm.  
Any youth interested should talk to John Carroll. 

 

Lessons and Carols 

On Sunday, December 17, during our usual worship hour, we will 
enjoy a service of Lessons and Carols.  We will trace the story of the 
Messiah’s coming throughout scripture and with song as we read nine 
different scripture lessons and enjoy nine different Christmas carols.  
Some of the carols will be beloved favorites and others will be beautiful 
new pieces shared with us by our wonderful choir.  We hope you will 
join us and bring a friend. 

 

Caroling Downtown 

On Thursday, December 21, at 5:30 pm we will gather with folks 
from College Park Baptist Church at the JTI Fountain in the heart of 
downtown so that we can go caroling together.  We will spread the 
joyous sounds of the season down Craghead and back up Bridge Street 
before returning to the fountain. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

On Sunday, December 24 we will gather for our annual Christmas Eve 
Worship Service at 5:00 pm - pre-service music will begin at 4:30 pm.  
We will gather with family and friends.  We will sing favorite carols.  
We will remember the story of the birth of Jesus.  We will make final 
preparations within our hearts to receive again our Emmanuel, God 
with us. 

First Baptist Church 
Connecting with God 

Connecting with Others 
Connecting Others with God 



Connecting with God ~ Connecting with Others ~ Connecting Others with God

From John 
After my return to the 
states after doing tsunami 
relief work in Indonesia, I 
found myself worshiping 
at a small Episcopal 
church in Macon for 

several months during their early morning 
eucharist.  We would gather at 8:00 am, listen to 
beautiful organ music, read scripture, pray 
prayers, and share in the Lord’s Supper together.  
I needed the simplicity of it all as my heart healed 
from such a heart-breaking experience. 

In late November and throughout December, 
after the time change, sunlight cascaded into the 
sanctuary at just the right angle to flood my 
typical pew with a brilliant blue from the stained-
glass window just over my left shoulder.  As the 
light fell over me, the blue sparked my spirit and 
the light brought warmth to my body in the still 
cool sanctuary.  The overall effect was one of 
hope—hope for the dawning of a new day, for 
the thawing of the frost of winter, for the 
renewal of a heart weary with all it had seen. 

This occurred before I knew much of anything 
about liturgical colors and church seasons, and it 
certainly occurred long before I knew that the 
color blue could be used during Advent instead of 
purple.  It turns out that blue used to be used 
during Advent in England a long time ago and it 
is now beginning to be used in some churches 
again as a way to distinguish the season of 
Advent from that of Lent. 

Purple has been used in Advent because of its 
association with royalty.  It is in Advent that we 
await the coming of the Messiah, who was to be 
of David’s royal lineage and who we would come 
to know as Lord of lords and King of kings. 

 

The use of blue with advent appears to be for two 
reasons, both of which have to do with the sky.  
One association is that we can only perceive the 
blue of the sky after the dark of night has passed 
and a new day has dawned.  During advent, we 
“wait for the Lord, more than those who watch 
for the morning” (Psalm 130:6).  The other 
association with the sky is that just as our 
forebears in faith anticipated the coming of the 
messiah among them, we continue to hope for 
Christ second coming among us from the sky—
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11) 
and “for the Lord himself . . . will descend from 
heaven” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).  Ultimately both 
associations point us toward hope and hope is the 
emphasis of this season in the church calendar. 

This year we will use blue candles and blue stoles 
during advent as a way of leaning into hope—
hope for the dawning of a new day, hope for the 
coming of Christ among us, hope for the renewal 
of heart we all need from time to time. 

 

Guest Preacher 
On Sunday, December 3, Rev. Emmett Young 
will be our guest preacher.  Rev. Young is the 
pastor of Loyal Baptist Church and good friend 
of our own pastor.  He is also becoming a friend 
to many in our congregation as he has met with 
our deacons several times when our deacons have 
met with deacons from Loyal Baptist Church to 
have discussions around racial reconciliation.  Be 
sure to be at church this Sunday as you will not 
want to miss Rev. Young’s preaching and the 
opportunity to deepen our ties with our sister 
church, Loyal Baptist. 
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I Love to Tell the Story 
On Wednesday nights between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
members of our church and community are going to help us get 
ready for Christmas by telling the story.  We will hear from one of 
God’s angels and from Elizabeth, Mary, and Joseph.  We will hear 
from a shepherd, a wiseman, and maybe even someone from that 
crowded inn where there was no room. 

You will even have a part to play as you receive the edict to return 
to your hometown to pay your taxes, find all of the places to stay 
filled to overflowing, and then gather around the warmth of a fire 
to remember again that our Emmanuel was born not in the 
security of a hospital or home, but out in the elements of God’s 
good world. 

We will get to sing our favorite Christmas carols and even hear 
some new ones that might just become new favorites, because 
singing is a way of telling the story, too.  We hope you will join us 
each Wednesday night for dinner at 5:30 pm and for the telling of 
the story at 6:15 pm.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary 
Flowers 

For the month of 
December, the sanctuary 

will be filled with beautiful 
poinsettias that have been 

purchased in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one. 

 

Sister Chicks  
What:   Sister Chicks 

Christmas Party 
 

Who:   All Ladies Welcome 
 

When:  Sunday, December 3 
    5:30 p.m. until ? 
 

Where: Angela’s House 
    152 Sutherlin Avenue 
 

Please bring heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and a $10 wrapped 
gift.  Lots of fun, food and 
fellowship to be had by all! 

Food 

The staff of First Baptist Church would 
like to wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiToO-Xsa_XAhWpllQKHbmbCBYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fpoinsettia-plant-pictures.html&psig=AOvVaw0IfOsKLtNvYpm7pp9CZTVz&ust=1510244455225514


Bereavement 
Teams 

Thank you to all of our 
bereavement teams who 
work so hard to make sure 
that families have a 
comfortable place to gather 
and share a meal in peace 
and joy.  Your ministry to 
countless families through-
out the years has been a 
powerful testament to your 
own love and care for those 
who have passed away! 

Harvest Fest 

Thank you to all who helped 
make our Harvest Fest a great 
success again this year.  From 
those who set-up to those who 
broke-down, from those who 
served BBQ to those who raked 
leaves, from those who talked 
with neighbors to those who 
played games with kids, and 
everyone else in between, we 
appreciate each and every one of 
you and the difference you are 
making in our community! 

Deacons and 
Leadership Council 

Many thanks to this year’s 
deacons and leadership 
council members.  They 
put in prayerful work and 
long hours on behalf of our 
church family to help lead 
us in fruitful ministries and 
thoughtful directions.  We 
are grateful to you all for 
your service, discernment, 
and dedication to our 
church family. 
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Musical Connections 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas -- and 
sound like it, too.  And not just in the church 
building! 

On Thursday, December 7, the Church Choir is 
will assemble at Bright Leaf Place, an assisted living 
and memory care facility, to enjoy a time of 
caroling.  We will be singing familiar carols for 
and with the residents and staff.  Please join us for 
this time of sharing the joy of Christmas and 
connecting with those outside of our church 
family.  

On Saturday afternoon, December 9, our handbells 
will be playing Christmas songs at the Danville 
Museum of Fine Art and History.  We will be 
providing about a half hour of music for people as 
they wait their turn for the special, free, guided 
tour of the museum.  The following Monday, these 
same handbells, and their ringers, will be traveling 
to Bright Leaf Place, to share the sounds of 
Christmas bells. 

And don’t forget to meet at the JTI Fountain for 
caroling in River District on Thursday, December 
21, at 5:30.   

It’s beginning to sound a lot like Christmas! 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
On the first Tuesday, December 5, and the third 
Tuesday, December 19, the men of the church 
are invited to a Bible study and prayer time held 
in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may bring your 
own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville 
through the church office prior to Tuesday.  
Coffee and juice are provided.  John Carroll will 
be our devotional leader.  Join us before going to 
your other activities of the day to pray for our 
church, our members, our city, and our country.  
Mark your calendar for MPB on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday each month. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you for the prayers, calls, cards, visits, and 
all of the acts of kindness to me and my family 
during my recent surgery, rehabilitation, and 
continued recovery.  Reaching out to me has 
helped me to remain connected to the church 
family that I love.  I look forward to the day I can 
be with you. 

Gordon Ballard 
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From Angela 
 

Gift giving -- Bah 
Humbug! 

I know, I know, gift 
giving is a great part of Christmas.  With the 
purest motives, we give because God gave us 
the gift of Jesus, and through Him, grace, and 
forgiveness.  We also give gifts to show our love 
and appreciation for someone.  Sometimes our 
less-than-pure motives kick in and we 
participate in the gift giving and receiving 
process (with the emphasis on receiving) 
because we are greedy. 

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t mind getting gifts 
and I actually enjoy giving the gift—it is the 
selection and purchasing and wrapping that get 
to me.  You see, I have a problem—I want to 
give the perfect gift.  The gift that is just the 
right size and color, that shows the depth of my 
sentiment, that is creative and reflects the 
personality of the receiver, that looks like I spent 
a lot of time and money but actually fits into my 
budget of both, and that is just perfect. 

When I think of gifts I have received, I don’t 
judge by the perfection of the gift.  I enjoy the 
gift because I enjoy the person giving the gift.  
Is that how others receive the gifts that I give?  
Do they focus on the gift itself, or do they think 
of my care and concern that the gift symbolizes? 

What about my gift to God?  It is hard to find 
that perfect gift for the creator of the universe.  I 
think Christina Rossetti answered that question 
in the poem she penned in the 1800s. 

 

 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what can I give Him? 
Give Him my heart. 

This Christmas season, may we look at gifts, 
those we give and receive with each other, and 
those we give to God, through the eyes of our 
hearts. 

 

Church Office Holiday 
Schedule 
Over the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 
the office schedule will be as follows: 
 

Monday, December 25 – Office Closed 
Tuesday, December 26 – Office Closed 
The office will be opened December 27 and 
December 28. 
 

Monday, January 1 – Office Closed 
Tuesday, January 2 – Office Closed 
The office will be open January 3 and January 4. 
 

The normal weekly schedule will resume the 
following week. 
 

Advent Devotions 
Advent is the season when Christians prepare 
for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We 
remember the longing of the Jews for a Messiah 
and our own longing for, and need of, 
forgiveness, salvation, and a new beginning.   
Once again, the church is providing an Advent 
Calendar of Devotions for your use in private 
and family devotions.  They will be available at 
the main entrances to the building. May these 
devotions be of help as we prepare for the 
advent of Christ. 



Sunday Nursery Schedule 
December 3 

Jeannie Bennett 
 

December 10 
Sharon Bohannon 

 

December 17 
Sherry Turner & Hannah Vipperman 

 

December 24 
Jan Richardson & Jessica Hearne 

 

December 31 
Robert Dorr & Sandy Turner 

First Baptist Church

December 2017

Birthdays 
December 4 Jim Livingston 
December 5 TyNasia Long 
December 8 Bob Wiles 
  Matthew Yarbrough 
December 9 Bill Rigney 
December 13 Laila Hatoum 
December 14 Patrick Carter 
December 22 Seward Anderson 
December 23 Lynn Dillion 
  John Mason 
December 24 Neda Haymore 
December 26 Karen Harris 
December 27 Jim DeHart 
December 28 Becky Bolton 
December 29 Scott Bennett 
December 30 Jason Adkins 

Sunday Mornings 
8:00-8:30 Breakfast Club 

9:00  Prayer Time  

9:15-10:10 Sunday School   

10:10-10:30 Coffee & Donuts 

10:30-11:30 Worship 

The Breakfast Club 
1st Sunday:  Neda Haymore, Sharon 

Logan,  Sherry Turner 
2nd Sunday:  Mollie Duren, Janice 

Gilstrap, John Gilstrap, Mark 
Mills, Dave Slayton 

3rd Sunday:  Ray Garassino, Tom 
Millner, Sherry Turner 

4th Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy 
Flippen,  Neda Haymore 

5th Sunday:  Jimmy Flippen, Neda 
Haymore, Sherry Turner 

Deacons on Call 

Cheryl Bryant     (C) 434-250-2175 
 

Neda Haymore     (H) 434-792-3332 
      (C) 434-770-3226 
 

David Slayton     (H) 434-836-1868 
      (C) 434-770-8753 
 

Sandy Turner     (C) 434-251-9734 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

    

3    First Sunday of Advent 
8:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday Morning Schedule 
(worship w/communion) 
5:30 PM   
Sister Chicks Christmas Party 

4 
5:30 PM Handbells 
7:00 PM  
Starmont Band 

5 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
                 Breakfast   

6 
5:30 PM Wednesday Night 
Advent Experience
 
 

10  Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday Morning Schedule 
2:00 PM Homebound  
              Communion 

11 
12:00 PM 
Spire Information Due 
(for month of January) 
5:30 PM Handbells  
at Bright Leaf Place 
7:00 PM  
Starmont Band 

12 
7:00 PM Leadership  
              Council Meeting 
7:00 PM Deacons’ Meeting 

13 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
5:30 PM Wednesday Night 
Advent Experience
 
 

17   Third Sunday of Advent 
8:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday Morning Schedule & 
Service of Lessons & Carols 

18 
7:00 PM  
Starmont Band 

19 
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer 
                 Breakfast   

20 
5:30 PM  
Church Christmas Meal and 
Carol Sing

24  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday Morning Schedule 
(w/WBTM broadcast) 
4:30 PM Pre-Service Music 
5:00 PM  
Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service (w/communion)           

25    Christmas Day 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 
 

NO EVENING 
ACTIVITIES

31      New Year’s Eve 
8:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday Morning Schedule 

   
Ushers  

Tom Meadows, Captain 
Tom Harris, Asst. Captain 

Pam Harris 
Randy Richardson 
George Robinette 

Sherry Turner 
Substitute 

Sharon Bohannon 

Offering 
Mike Hendrickson, Captain 
Bill Rigney, Asst. Captain 

Harold Brinkley 
Cheryl Bryant 
Vern Cowan 
Tom Duren 

Karen Harris 
Cecil Murray 
Bob Wiles* 

Landon Wyatt, Jr.* 
*Only for Dec. 3 for communion 
Suggested Substitutes 

David Holshouser 
Sandy Turner 

Bob Wiles 
 Landon Wyatt, Jr. 

Counting Committee  
Lamar Barr & Betsy Osborne 

Wednesday Night Supper 
December 6 

Hostess: Eva Inlow 
Serve/Clean: Covenant Class & 

Leadership Council 
 

December 13 
Host: Doug Stone 

Serve/Clean: Friendship Class 
 

December 20 
Traditional Christmas Dinner 

Hostess: Karen Harris 
Serve/Clean: Hospitality Committee 

 

December 27 
No Evening Activities 

First Baptist Church 

December 2017 

Wednesday Evenings 

In Advent 
4:45-5:30     Rabbit Hole Study Time 

5:30-6:00    Dinner is served 

5:30-7:15     Childcare (infant-3 yrs) 

6:15-7:00     Advent Experience 

7:15-8:45     Church Choir 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 

5:30 PM Wednesday Night 
Advent Experience 

7 
5:30 PM  
Choir at Bright Leaf 
Place 

8 9 
7:00-11:00 AM 
Kiwanis Club Pancake  
Breakfast 
1:30 PM Handbells  
at the Danville Museum 
6:00-9:30 PM  
Youth Christmas Party 

10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
5:30 PM Wednesday Night 
Advent Experience 

14 15 16 
9:30 AM 
Dress Rehearsal for 
Lessons & Carols 

5:30 PM  
Church Christmas Meal and  
Carol Sing 

21 
5:30-6:30 PM 
Caroling Downtown 

22 23 

NO EVENING  
ACTIVITIES 

28 29 30 

   


