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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, September 18.  You may drop it off at the 
office or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The 
October edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be 
mailed on Tuesday, September 26.

September 3, 2017
Genesis 2:18-25; John 15:12-17

“One”  by Allen
—

September 10, 2017
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-14
“To Love Our God”  by Hayes

—

September 17, 2017
John 19:25b-27; John 4:1-15 

“Your Church to All”  by Purifoy
—

September 24, 2017
John 1:43-51; 1 Peter 2:4-10

“Christ’s Love Compels Us”  by Schwoebel

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

Shifting Sunday School

Starting Sunday, September 10, Sunday School will begin at 
9:15 am and run to 10:10 am.  We are making this shift for 
two major reasons.

 The first reason is that we have heard from many choir 
members and ushers that just as their class is getting into 
meaningful discussion they must get up and leave to prepare for 
choir.  There is no way that we can adjust the choir’s preparation, 
so we are going to adjust Sunday School so that our choir 
members can participate fully and so that we can all benefit 
from their contributions to our Sunday School classes.
 The second reason is because we are going to move 
our Sunday Morning Fellowship and Greeting time to before 
the worship service.  In times past, we have occasionally had 
goodies, coffee, and juice available in our Gathering Area after 
worship in the hopes of creating a space to welcome visitors and 
to connect with one another.  However, we believe that it may be 
more fruitful to move this time to before worship and to have 
it every single Sunday.  The goodies will be simple (donuts!!!) 
and the coffee will be something better than we typically have 
brewed!!!  I hope you will come through the Gathering Area 
between the sanctuary and parlor on your way to worship to 
connect with one another and to reach out to any guests that 
may be joining us that day.
 As a final note, this will also bump up our prayer group 
time in the parlor to 9:00 am.

Designed specifically for the 
preschoolers amongst us, 
First Baptist will be hosting a 

Tricycle Party on Saturday, September 
30 from 3:00 until 4:30.  Preschoolers 
(and their parents) are invited to bring 
their favorite riding toy for an afternoon 
of fun. An obstacle course, helmet 
decorating station, and a mini ball pit are among the scheduled 
attractions.  Perhaps there will even be a tricycle parade!  And it 
wouldn’t be a party without a yummy snack or two!  Questions?  
Contact Janice Gilstrap or Angela Zimmerman (a.zimmerman@
fbcdanville.com).  In the event of rain, we will just move the 
event inside.

tricycle Party
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main

As you have likely heard by now, our Renewing our 
Calling process has been a great success and we 

are already seeing momentum carrying forward from 
it.  One of the things you have likely heard about is 
our statement of call.  If it helps you to call this our 
mission statement, that is fine—in the business world 

that is what it would be.  But we have chosen the language 
of calling because this is not simply the mission we have 
come up with, but the calling we have sought to hear and 
to discern from God.
 We believe that we are called to connect with God, 
connect with others, and connect others with God.
 During September, we will be taking a closer look at 
the three parts of this call statement during worship and 
through my sermons.  For now, though, I want to share 
just some brief thoughts on what each of these parts 
means.
 Our calling to connect with God is a calling to open 

ourselves to receive that which God is already extending to 
us—the gifts of salvation, of renewal, of growth in the Spirit, 
of purpose and mission in life.  To connect with God is not to 
set out on a hero’s journey of proving ourselves and only finally 
making it to God exhausted—it is an opening of the heart, a 
surrender of the ego, and an awakening of the Spirit to receive 
that which God has been extending to us all along.
 Our calling to connect with others is a calling to build rich 
relationships that go beneath the surface and that abide in love 
and care over time.  It is a calling to multiply joy and divide 
sorrow; a calling to bear one another’s burdens and to keep the 
light of hope burning for those who have lost all hope; a calling 
to serve one another and do life together.  But above all, it is 
a calling to know and to be known.  We are called to connect 
with others by cultivating a space of belonging for all of God’s 
children be they within the walls of this church, a part of our 
neighborhood and larger community, or from the other side of 
the world—be they individuals who look like us or not, who 
think like us or not, who act like us or not.
 Our calling to connect others with God is a calling to 
remember that what God has extended to us and we have 
opened ourselves to receive, God is extending to all people 
through us.  God is extending God’s love and salvation, God’s 
kingdom purpose, through our words, our actions, our prayers, 
our daily walk and that we need to be conscious of that and 
purposeful in it.  It is a calling to remember that we do not just 
do good deeds because they are good deeds but because they 
build a kingdom and proclaim a God who is good and desires 

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

Please keep off the grass?  
What grass?

As I looked out my office window 
this morning, I see a gentleman 

spreading seed and hay over dirt that 
has been tilled and prepared.  Next will 
come days and weeks of careful watering 
and waiting.  In a month or so, the hope is 
that there will be green grass in the church 
playground—not to keep off, but to play and run on.
 There are a couple of things to note about this 
grass.  It is not prime grass planting season, but this is 
to finish a project that was started when the fencing was 
replaced.  The playground area, even with a new fence, 
could not be used until the holes were filled and the 
concrete foundations for old equipment were removed.  
The hope is that, with careful watering, the grass will 

grow.  An additional seeding is planned for a more traditional 
grass planting season.
 The second thing to note is that, if previous history is an 
indication, leaving the watering job to Angela is a very bad idea!  
Others are taking on that responsibility.  If you would like to 
help, let me know, and we will work that out.
 I may not be a great at keeping it watered, but I do enjoy the 
grass. I enjoy the greenness and the feel of grass under my feet.  I 
admire its persistence of continuing to grow and look great even 
when people walk and play on it.  I’m thankful for its ecological 
benefits—giving off oxygen and helping the dirt to remain in 
place, for example—all the while keeping its loveliness.
 Anticipation of watching the grass grow has brought other 
thoughts to mind as well.  Can I be more like the grass?  Can I 
be beneficial to the world and retain my loveliness even when 
it seems that people are walking all over me—taking advantage 
of my kindnesses, misjudging my motives, and stealing my rose 
bushes, for example.  Can I, like the grass with the sun blazing 
relentlessly on it, grow and flourish when the things of the 
world seem overwhelmingly brutal?  Can I, like the grass in a 
playground, provide a space and atmosphere which promotes 
joyful and energetic learning and living?  If these qualities, and 
other positive attitudes and disciplines, are to grow in us, it will 
require daily attention and nurturing, much like the watering of 
the grass.  
 You might need to watch out for me the next couple of 
weeks.   I’ll be looking down – at the grass.  I will be watching 
for the grass to sprout and grow in the playground, and I will be 
reminded to nurture the places that need growth in my life.
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continued on page 3
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One of the biggest items that we are working on from our 
Renewing our Calling process is to begin a small group 

ministry.  It is something that we are very excited about, and 
we want to share some details with you as you discern if this is 
something you are called to be a part of.
 One of the most important things to know is that this is 
not the same thing as the small groups FBC has had in the past—
that is why we are going to call them something new—we are call-
ing them Connection Groups.  How do these Connection Groups 
differ from the small groups FBC has had in the past?  Our connec-
tion groups are not subject-based, topical studies . . . they are peo-
ple-based communal gatherings.  In the past, FBC has had small 
groups where you would decide which to go to based off what was 
being studied.  Then, when that study was finished you would se-
lect a new study with a whole new group of people.  Relationships 
were a part of the process, but information was the driver.  That is 
not what we are doing this time.
 Our Connection Groups will be people-based in that 
we hope you will stick with your Connection Group over time 
as you all decide together what you would like to study.  These 
groups are about deepening our relationships so that we can 
best know how to support one another in doing life and in fol-
lowing Jesus.  Learning information will be a part of that pro-
cess, but relationship will be the driver.
 Connection Groups will vary in size, but hopefully be 
between 6 and 12 people.  They will typically meet in homes 
for 1 ½ to 2 hours once a week when they are in session—there 
will be breaks built in around Christmas and during the Sum-
mer.  There will be at least 30 minutes of fellowship and food, 45 
minutes of study and discussion, and 15 minutes of prayer and 
wrap-up.  Any of these elements can be extended, but do not 
have to be.  Also, while the leader of the group will host at the 
beginning, it is hoped that others in the group will begin to take 
on those service roles of hosting and providing refreshments so 
that the load is shared among everyone.
 For the first eight weeks, the groups will be doing a 
study based off of a sermon series I am preaching in October and 
November.  After that study is complete, the group can choose 
from a variety of studies.  We will be collecting an array of stud-
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connection grouPS
ies on different topics that groups could use.  Some of them will 
be video based with someone else teaching, so the leader will 
only have to facilitate conversation based on the video—this will 
require less preparation.  Other studies will be more traditional 
in that the leader will take on the role of teacher, preparing and 
presenting the material and then guiding a time of conversation 
where everyone contributes their thoughts.
 If you are interested in being a part of a group, there will 
be plenty of opportunities to sign up.  We will have forms in the 
Sunday bulletins during September that will have a complete 
listing of the groups, their leaders, and when they meet.  We 
will also have a Sunday when you can talk with the facilitators in 
person.  You can also reach out to our pastor to talk about which 
group might be the best fit for you.  And this October will not be 
the only time that you can join a group.  You can join a group at 
any point, and if you are hesitant about joining a group that has 
already begun—don’t worry—we hope to begin new groups at 
some point in 2018.
 A couple of final points.  You do not have to do this.  
Some of you are thinking through your schedules in your 
head and saying, I don’t have room for this . . . I already do 
SS, worship, and Wednesday night.  That is fine.  This is not for 
everyone.  We do believe everyone needs to be plugged into 
a small group of some kind for their own spiritual health, but 
Sunday School may be that for you.  We are not doing away with 
Sunday School . . . it will remain and it will remain strong for 
those who benefit from it.  Our hope is that these Connection 
Groups will provide that belonging, community, and place of 
growth for those who do not yet have that place and will even be 
a place for us to minister to non-Christians who won’t come to 
church but might come to a friend’s house to learn about Jesus.  
Now that being said, if you are in SS and you still want to do this, 
you are very welcome to do both.
 We hope you are prayerfully considering if being a 
part of a Connection Group is for you.  If you have any ques-
tions please reach out to our pastor; he will be glad to talk 
with you about this.  And keep your eye out for more detailed 
sign-up information to come in the worship bulletins and in 
emails in the month to come.

	  

	   j.carroll@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.880.3576

continued from page 2
that all have enough of the things for life.  It is a calling to remember 
that at times we also need to risk the words of good news—to tell 
others what Jesus means to us, the difference God’s people have 
made in our own lives, and the ways that God can renew them too.
So, what is our calling FBC?  We are called to: 

Connect with God
 Connect with others
  Connect others with God
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Come Support Third Chance Ministries
A Danville non-profit to enable ministry to the 

poor, homeless and near homeless

Dessert Tasting
and Gift Basket Raffle

Fundraiser

Tickets: $10 (includes coffee and dessert tasting)
Friday, September 22
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
937 Main Street, Danville, VA

Tickets available at the door.

from you miSSionS team

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our school supply 
collection for Woodberry Hills Elementary School.  We 

delivered over 150 pounds of supplies ranging from copy paper to 
backpacks, tissues and Lysol wipes to highlighters and glue sticks on 
Tuesday, August 8th, before classes began on the 9th.  New Principal 
Wayne Mayo and Guidance Counselor Jill Cleary were most grateful 
for our help in seeing that each of their more than 400 students have 
the supplies they need for a successful school year.
 As for future projects, your Missions Team has been 
brainstorming about whether there might be new ways to minister to 
our community.  We’re looking at ways to get more people involved 
in missions, whether that may mean starting new projects or looking 
“outside the box” at new ways of organizing existing ones.  We’ll let 
you know more in next month’s Spire.
           As always, thanks for all you do to show the love of Christ to 
others, and to be his hands, feet and heart here on earth.
Kathy Davis, Chair
Missions Team

men’S Prayer BreakfaSt (mPB)

On the first Tuesday, September 5, and the third Tuesday, 
September 19, the men of the church are invited to a Bible 

study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may 
bring your own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville 
through the church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are 
provided.  John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us 
before going to your other activities of the day to pray for our 
church, our members, our city, and our country.  Mark your 
calendar for MPB on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month.

Wonderful WedneSdayS

Wonderful Wednesdays are back! We have enjoyed several 
weeks of working and playing together as a church family.  On 

September 6, we return to our school year schedule of age specific 
learning.  The adults will continue to have prayer time and will delve 
deeper into Bible study and discipleship under the leadership of 
Steve Zimmerman.  John Carroll will join the youth (grades 6-12) 
and their leaders in a time of learning and games.  Children in grades 
one through six will enjoy growing through Faith Builders and Music 
Makers.  Preschoolers, ages three through Kindergarten, will play, 
sing, and learn during Faith Steps and Music Time.  Childcare will be 
available for our youngest beginning at 6:00.
 The fun begins with fellowship and supper at 5:30 in the 
fellowship hall. Help make your Wednesday wonderful by joining us 
THIS week!

thank you noteS
Dear First Baptist Church,
Averett can’t thank you enough for providing lunches to our 
visiting IMPACT VA youth on their mission trip.
Your commitment to our community and witness of faith in 
action is truly inspiring.  Thank you for helping us again this 
year!  We are truly grateful for all at First Baptist Church.
Debbie Flinn

Dear Church Family,
Please accept our thanks for all your prayers during Bruce’s 
fall and subsequent surgery.  He is improving but this we be 
a lengthy journey.  Continue to lift us up to our heavenly 
Father.  He has answered prayers and we are thankful.
Sharon and Bruce Bohannon

Dear First Baptist Church,
Just words of thank you for the supplies you gave to our 
school.  We truly appreciate the donations.  Thank you!
Woodberry Hills Elementary School

Staff anniverSary

On September 1, First Baptist Church will commemorate the 
third year of Angela Zimmerman’s service as our Minister 

of Music and Associate Pastor.  Angela has been a blessing to our 
church and to its music ministry.  Take a moment to let Angela 
know how much you appreciate her and her service to God and 
First Baptist. 



SiSter chickS

MERRY CHRISTMAS SISTER CHICKS!!
Wait!!  What?  That's not right!!  Oh, Yes it is!!  

Sister Chicks will be making a Christmas craft for 
our September meeting.  If you feel as I do, it's 

never too early to start thinking about 
Christmas!!  So all ladies, please 
join us Sunday, September 10, at 
5:30 at the church.  Bring your 

own meal and get ready to have   
   a great time!  In addition, bring an 
inexpensive wrapped Christmas 
present to exchange during the 

meeting.
Fa la la la la, la la la la!!

Page 5

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

September 3  Mollie Duren/Robert Dorr
September 10 Sandy Turner 
September 17 Eva Inlow 
September 24 Pam Harris

S u n d a y  n u r s e r y  m i n i s t r i e sSanctuary floWerS

t h e  B r e a k f a s t  c l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:  Neda Haymore, Sharon Logan, 
 Sherry Turner  
Second Sunday:   Mollie Duren, John/Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
Third Sunday:   Ray Garasinno, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, 
 Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:  Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, 
 Jim Livingston, Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

————— W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  S u p p e r —————
September 6

Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Eva Inlow

Serve/Clean: Friendship Class & 
Leadership Council

September 13
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Doug Stone

Serve/Clean: New Beginnings Class 
& Deacons

deacon on-call liSt: SePtemBer
Cheryl Bryant  (C) 434-250-2175
Neda Haymore (H) 434-792-3332 (C) 434-770-3226
David Slayton (H) 434-836-1868 (C) 434-770-8753
Sandy Turner  (C) 434-251-9734

September 3
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Landon 
Wyatt in honor of his and Kathryn Wyatt’s 65th 
wedding anniversary.

September 10
If you’re interested in placing flowers in the sanctuary on this 
date, please contact Janet Campbell at 799-9015 for more 
information.

September 17 
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Mona Barker 
Harkrader and Agnes Lisa Barker in memory of their 
parents, Clyde Monroe Barker and Elizabeth Agnes 
Crane Barker.  

September 24
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary in honor of our 
calling to “Connect with God, Connect with Others, and 
Connect Others with God”, by Bob and Virginia Wiles.

September 20
Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Kip Caton

Serve/Clean: Faith in Action 
Class

September 27
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Ellen Davis
Serve/Clean: Covenant & 

Roundtable Classes
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Monday, September 4 ......Labor Day
                                               Church Office Closed

Tuesday, September 5
7:30 a.m. ...............................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Friday, September 8 .........CBF-VA General Assembly                
                                               Richmond, VA

Sunday, September 10
9:15-10:10 a.m. ....................FBC 101 
                                               (for new members and guests)
5:30 p.m. ..............................Sister Chicks

Tuesday, September 12
7:00 p.m. ..............................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..............................Deacons’ Meeting

Friday, September 15
6:00-8:30 p.m. ......................Youth Nerf War

Monday, September 18
12:00 p.m. ............................Spire Information Due (for October)

Tuesday, September 19
7:30 a.m. ...............................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
2:30 p.m. ..............................Staff Meeting
5:15-7:00 p.m. ......................FBC/CPBC Collaborative Team  
                                               Meeting
Thursday, September 21
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ...........Ministerial Staff Retreat

Tuesday, September 26
7:00 p.m. ..............................Renewing Our Calling Lead Team  
                                               Meeting
Saturday, September 20
3:00-4:30 p.m. ......................Tricycle Party

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (unleSS cOnTradicTed
by Special evenTS)

Sundays
8:00-8:30 a.m. .........................Breakfast Club
9:00 a.m. ..................................Prayer Time 
9:15-10:00 a.m. .......................Sunday School  
10:10-10:30 a.m. .....................Coffee & Donuts
10:30-11:30 a.m. .....................Worship
 
Mondays
5:30-7:00 p.m. .......................... Handbells

Wednesdays
4:45-5:30 p.m. .......................... Rabbit Hole Study Time
5:30-6:00 p.m. .......................... Supper is served
5:30-7:15 p.m. .......................... Childcare 
                                                (infants-3 years old)
6:00-7:00 p.m. .......................... Youth Group
6:00 p.m. ................................... Faith Steps/Music Makers
6:15 p.m.  .................................. Bible Study
6:40 p.m. ................................... Music Time/Faith Builders
7:15-8:45 p.m. .......................... Church Choir

The Church Choir invites you to add your voice to ours in 
praise and worship of God.  You don’t have to have a great 
solo voice or be able to read music.  We have rehearsals to 
work on those things. You just need a willing spirit and a de-
sire to use your vocal gifts in God’s service.  Join us as we learn 
our new fall music and begin to work toward Christmas on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:15 in the Heritage Room.  Ques-
tions?  Ask any choir member or Angela.


