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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, August 21.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The September 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Tuesday, August 29.

August 6, 2017
Psalm 51:1-12, 16-17; Mark 4:1-20

When We Seek “Ancient Words” arr. Hayes
—

August 13, 2017
Philippians 3:4b-11; Matthew 13:44-45

“Set My Spirit Free” by Choplin
—

August 20, 2017
Colossians 4:2-6; Matthew 20:1-16

“Whisper to My Heart” by Angerman and Martin
—

August 27, 2017
Psalm 121; Psalm 23

“I Lift My Eyes unto the Hills” by Halliquist

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

RENEWING OUR CALLING TOWN HALL

At the end of June, the church heard the initial report from 
the Renewing our Calling Lead Team.  It was a great 
event in which we all began to get a big picture sense of 

where we are heading.  However, the Lead Team recognized that 
more information with greater detail would need to be shared 
in time.  That is why the Lead Team would like to invite you to a 
Renewing our Calling Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, August 13 
immediately following our worship service.  After sharing lunch 
together, we will have the chance to hear about some of the 
specific and detailed plans that are being worked on to help us 
connect with God, connect with others, and connect others with 
God.  We will also have the opportunity to ask questions and 
engage in discussion about these plans.  We are looking forward 
to this opportunity to continue walking the path that God has 
laid before us together.  We hope you are looking forward to it 
also and will be able to join us. 

A little rain won’t deter First Baptist from having fun with 
friends, enjoying a ball game, and supporting our local 
team!

 After a lengthy rain delay, First Baptist is going to the 
Danville Braves baseball game on Friday, August 11.  The game 
begins at 7:00.  The van will leave the church at 6:30 or you 
can meet us at the game.  If you purchased tickets to the July 
game, they will be honored at the August game.  If there are 
changes in the number of tickets that you need, please let us 
know.  Additional tickets are available!  Please talk to Angela 
(a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com) or John (j.carroll@fbcdanville.
com) about tickets.
 You never know, the great cheering section from First 
Baptist might just encourage those Braves enough for a win!!
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main

I’ve never been much of a morning runner.  I’ve tried 
over the years to become a morning runner.  There 

is something appealing about getting it done early 
in the quiet of the sun’s appearing on the horizon, 
but it is always hard.  I still find, even in the middle of 

the summer, I would much rather run in the afternoon or 
evening.  I think it all goes back to high school because 
cross-country and all other sports practices happened after 
school.  I think my body just became accustomed to it.
 With the joy of Josiah’s presence in our lives, however, 
I have once again found myself attempting to become a 
morning runner so that I can have more time with him 
and Casey in the evenings.  On some of those morning 
runs I will head east down Main Street and enjoy the 
changing colors of the sky as the sun creeps over the 
far horizon.  The best part of that view occurs as I near 
First Baptist and get to witness its silhouette against that 

brilliant horizon.  When it catches my eye I have found that I 
instinctively recite part of Psalm 130, “My soul waits for the 
Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than 
those who watch for the morning.”
 The image utilized here is that of the night watch-guard 
perched at the highest parapet, eyes trained on the darkness 
surrounding them for any sign of movement or change.  He 
or she has endured an entire night of darkness.  Perhaps in the 
warp of time that can occur in the darkness of a long night, he 
or she has even lost track of time and no longer knows when 
day will arrive.  
 Interestingly, the psalmist notes that the watch-guard 
watches not for an enemy, but for the morning.  I am sure the 
watch-guard is keeping an eye out for enemies, as that is his 
or her role.  However, the emphasis for the psalmist is on the 
expectation, the hope, the yearning, for that first crack of light 
because with the dawn comes relief—the passing of fears (real 
and imagined), the ability to see beyond one’s own hand, the 
promise, perhaps even the joy, of a new day.
 More than the watch-guard yearns for the morning so the 
psalmist hopes in the Lord, “for with the Lord there is steadfast 
love, and with him is great power to redeem.”  Just as sure as 
the dawn will arrive, so too will the love and redemption of 
God.  So, let us not resign ourselves to whatever darkness and 
depth we face.  Let us not even simply wait.  Let us expect, let 
us anticipate, let us hope, even more than those who watch for 
the morning. 

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

 “At least it wasn’t 
raining ketchup!”

I must have told my story one too many 
times.  You know, the one about me 

waiting for all my friends at the ballfield and, 
suddenly, the skies open and the rains come 
down.  There wasn’t a place for me to go 
except under a little tent with several strangers 
(who quickly felt like close friends).  The wind 
was blowing so hard that several of us had to 
hold onto the tent so that it wouldn’t blow away.  
The rain was so strong that it rained through 
the fabric of the tent.  We were all soaking wet!  
There I go, telling the same story again.
 My story telling was interrupted by 
my daughter with the statement, “At least 

it wasn’t raining ketchup!”  That stopped the story 
mid-sentence.  I thought I had heard incorrectly, 
and asked her to explain herself.  I had heard 
correctly.  In addition to saving herself from the 
repeated story, she also pointed out that I should 
be thankful that it was raining water because it 
would be a huge mess and hard to clean up if it 
rained ketchup.  As it is, water just dries--no clean 
up necessary.  And, while she was at it, she also 
pointed out how thankful we should be that our 
skin is waterproof---we can stand in the rain all 
day and, unlike the tent, we won’t leak.
 Have you ever thought to be thankful that your 
skin is waterproof?  I hadn’t.  It makes me wonder 
what else I have neglected to be thankful for.  
Could all my stories of misfortune and misery be 
turned around if I just searched for an overlooked 
blessing?
 Today, I am thankful for waterproof skin and 
that it doesn’t rain ketchup.  I am also thankful for 
skin that doesn’t melt in 100-degree heat.  I am 
thankful for air conditioners and for the seasons 
that change.  I am thankful for rainbows and God’s 
promises that rainbows represent.  I am thankful.

	  

	   j.carroll@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.880.3576
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Summer Fun Days For Kids 2017
First Baptist Church, 

Danville, VA

On Tuesday, August 1, we will enjoy one last outing be-
fore the beginning of school.  We will be spending the 

day swimming, picnicking, and enjoying other adventures 
at the Staunton River State Park.  Don’t forget your swim-
suit and towel for this one!  
 The day of fun and adventure begins at the church 
at 9:30 and ends at the church at 4:00 and costs only $5.00 
per child.  Those who have completed kindergarten are 
welcome to come alone or bring a friend.  Preschoolers are 
welcome to come with their parent.  Registration MUST be 
made by MONDAY of the week of the Fun Day.  Contact 
Angela (a.zimmerman@fbcdanville or 336.212.3213) for 
questions or to register.

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

Ever wanted to enliven your Sunday School lesson?  
Wondering what do to with those four year old eyes 

looking up at you waiting for something good to happen? 
Have questions about doing missions more effectively? 
Looking for new ways to connect with those around you 
and ways to connect them with God? Do you feel you need 
some continuing education—church style?
 The Raleigh Baptist Association has graciously 
invited us to participate in their Training Extravaganza 
2017, on Saturday, August 19.  There are many workshops 
and trainings sessions designed to benefit all areas of 
church leadership.  For more information about sessions 
offered, check out the information found at http://www.
raleighbaptists.org/training-extravaganza-2017/.
 This training will be at Hayes Barton Baptist 
Church, 1800 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, beginning with Continental Breakfast at 8:30.  
We will meet at First Baptist here in Danville at 7:00 to 
travel to Raleigh together.
 Please contact Eva Inlow or John Carroll (j.carroll@
fbcdanville.com) if you are interested in attending.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS ARE BACK!

Wednesday night dinners and activities resume on Au-
gust 16 with dinner at 5:30 and activities for all ages 

to follow.  On August 16, we will have fun playing games 
together and catching up after a month and a half hiatus.  
On August 23 and 30, kids, youth, and adults will all work 
together on small mission projects to help us connect with 
others and help others connect with God.
 Then, beginning in September, we will separate into 
age-related activities after dinner.  Children will have music 
and Bible study; youth will have Bible study and game time; 
and adults will have prayer and Bible study led by Steve Zim-
merman.  Steve will be leading our Wednesday night Bible 
Studies for a period of time as our pastor invests in our youth 
on Wednesday night.
 As always, dinner is $5 for adults, $2 for children un-
der 12 years of age, and free for children under 5 years of age.  
If an individual is unable to pay for their dinner, then they 
can speak with our pastor about how to fully participate in 
our Wednesday night community.

THANK YOU NOTES
Thank you to the thoughtful and kind members of 

First Baptist Church.  Your prayers, phone calls 
and the beautiful sanctuary flowers expressing your 
condolences after the passing of my uncle, my mother, 
and then my grandfather, were greatly appreciated.  In 
addition, thank you to those who came to my mother’s 
and my grandfather’s visitations.  Having you there meant 
so much to me.  Finally, thank you to the volunteers who 
filled in for me in the office on such short notice.  I am 
truly blessed to work for such a loving church.

With gratitude and love,
Tammy Vaughan



Sharing the Love & Life of Christ
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REPORT FROM THE JULY BUSINESS 
MEETING

At the July business meeting, the church considered 
two important set of changes to our by-laws and voted 

affirmingly to enact both changes.
 The first set of changes relates to our membership 
policy in regard to Baptism.  This issue has been under public 
consideration by the church since the beginning of this year 
when we held four “Table Talk” sessions to hear information on 
and discuss this matter patiently together.  Working from those 
conversations, church leaders then took on the task of crafting 
possible changes to the by-laws, which were discussed by the 
deacons and leadership council before having two readings 
before the church in business sessions.  The changes allow 
the church to receive into membership those who have been 
baptized in other Christian denominations if they were baptized 
as consenting adults or if they were baptized as infants and then 
later conscientiously chose and affirmed their faith through a 
process of confirmation.  If the individual was baptized as an 
infant but did not go through a process of confirmation, we 
would require that they be baptized to become a member of 
the church.  This also would be the process for an individual 
coming to faith for the first time.  These changes passed with an 
88% affirmative vote.
 The second set of changes relates to our committee 
structure and sizing.  The changes were varied and cannot 
be fully listed here.  Many of the changes simply reduced the 
size of committees in order to better align with the size of our 
church.  Several other changes shifted certain committees from 
a committee structure to a team structure.  The groups that 
remained committees are primarily administrative in nature 
and continue to operate with term limits so that service and 
leadership continually rotate from year to year.  Those groups 
that have now been shifted to teams are primarily service 
and ministry related and no longer operate with term limits.  
Individuals can step down from these positions when needed, 
but they also are not forced to leave a ministry they care about 
because of a term limit.  This change also means that it is 
easier to get into a place of service that one is passionate about 
as individuals within the life of the church should feel free to 
approach a team leader and speak with them about possible 
service in their related area.  These changes passed with a 94% 
affirmative vote.

There are a few empty seats in the choir loft that are 
waiting to be filled.  They are waiting to be filled with 

people who enjoy music, who are willing to rehearse 
and learn, and who are eager to worship God through 
singing!  They are waiting to be filled with people like 
you.
 Please join the choir as they kick off their new choir 
season on Wednesday, August 9.  The festivities will 
begin with dinner (Dutch treat) at Santana’s Restaurant 
(102 Tower Drive, Danville, VA 24540) at 5:30.  We 
will return to the church around 7:00 to begin learning 
our new music for fall, Advent, and the Christmas 
Season.  Talk to Angela or any choir member for more 
information!
 Let’s fill up those empty seats with new singers!  
Let’s fill up those empty seats with YOU!

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (MPB)

On the first Tuesday, August 1, and the third Tuesday, 
August 15, the men of the church are invited to a 

Bible study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 
a.m.  You may bring your own breakfast or order a 
biscuit from Biscuitville through the church office prior 
to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are provided.  John Carroll 
will be our devotional leader.  Join us before going to 
your other activities of the day to pray for our church, 
our members, our city, and our country.  Mark your 
calendar for MPB on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each 
month.



SISTER CHICKS

I scream, you scream, we ALL scream for Ice 
Cream!!

 It has been so unbelievably hot that the 
decision has been made to have our next Sister 

Chicks meeting at our favorite 
gathering spot -- Aunt Millie’s!!!  

With the best pizza around 
and their outrageous Banana 

Splits, let's go and eat ourselves 
silly while we are having fun and 

enjoying each other’s company.  
  Ladies of all ages are welcome, 

and please bring a friend or two.  
We are meeting at the church at 
4:30 (note the earlier time) on 
Sunday August 13.  

 Until then, stay cool Sister Chicks!! Page 5

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

August 6 George Davis/Melody Cook
August 13 Eva Inlow
August 20 Sharon Bohannon
August 27 Sherry Turner/Hannah Vipperman

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:  Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner  
Second Sunday:   Mollie Duren, John/Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, 
 Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, 
 Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:  Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, 
 Jim Livingston, Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————

August 2
No Evening Activities

August 9
No Evening Activities

August 16
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Ellen Davis
Serve/Clean: New Beginnings 

Class & Deacons

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: AUGUST
Kathy Davis (H) 434-799-3560  (C) 434-548-8358
Karen Harris (H) 434-792-1792  (C) 434-489-4046
David Holshouser  (H) 434-797-2937  (C) 434-251-4412
Bob Wiles (H) 434-792-7808  (C) 434-489-7808

August 6
The sanctuary flowers are given by Cecil and Jane 
Murray to the glory of God and in honor of their 
50th wedding anniversary on August 5.

August 13
The sanctuary flowers are dedicated to the glory of 
God and are given by Irene Grant and Gary Grant 
to honor Jan Grant Harris, who celebrated her 
birthday August 8.

August 20 
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary in memory 
of George Shields’ birthday on August 24 by Leah, 
Karen and Elizabeth.

August 27
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary in honor of 
all of the faithful members of First Baptist Church 
by Sallie Gregory.

August 23
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Jane Gilbert
Serve/Clean: Faith in Action Class

August 30
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Karen Harris
Serve/Clean: Covenant & 

Roundtable Classes
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Ministers Contact Information
John Carroll •  j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • (336) 880.3576 

Angela Zimmerman •  a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com • (336) 212.3213

Tuesday, August 1
7:30 a.m. ...............................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. .............Summer Fun Day for Kids
7:00-8:30 p.m. ......................FBC Hosts: Old West End 
                                               National Night Out

Wednesday, August 2 ......No Evening Activities

Tuesday, August 8
7:00 p.m. ..............................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..............................Deacons’ Meeting

Wednesday, August 9
5:30 p.m. ..............................Church Choir at Santana’s Restaurant
7:15 p.m. ..............................Church Choir
                                               No Other Evening Activities
Friday, August 11
7:00 p.m. ..............................Churchwide Trip to Danville Braves  
                                               Game 
                                               (Van leaves church at 6:30 p.m.)
Sunday, August 13
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. ...........Renewing Our Calling 
                                               Town Hall Meeting
4:30 p.m. ..............................Sister Chicks

Tuesday, August 15
7:30 a.m. ...............................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:15-7:00 p.m. ......................FBC/CPBC Collaborative Team   
                                               Meeting
Saturday, August 19
7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. .............Training Extravaganza 
                                               (in Raleigh, NC)
Monday, August 21
12:00 p.m. ............................Spire Information Due 
                                               (for September)
Tuesday, August 22
2:30 p.m. ..............................Staff Meeting

                                        

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
 5:30-6:00 p.m. ..................... Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. ..................... Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:15 p.m. .............................. Wednesday Nights in Action
 7:15-8:45 p.m. ..................... Church Choir

    
 


