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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, July 17.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The August 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Tuesday, July 25.

July 2, 2017
Mark 8:31-38; 2 Kings 5:1-14

When We Seek Language to Praise You, O God” 
by Bobb

—

July 9, 2017
 1 Corinthians 12:18-26; Romans 16:1-16

“By Grace” arr. Paige
—

July 16, 2017
2 Corinthians 11:16-31; 2 Corinthians 4:1-7

“Ascribe to the Lord” by Metzger1535
—

July 23, 2017
TBD

“Whisper to My Heart” by Angerman and Martin
—

July 30, 2017
Psalm 103:1-13; Mark 2:1-12

“We Sing the Mighty Power of God” by Hopson

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

RENEWING OUR CALLING

Since February we have done a great deal to help us listen to one 
another and the Spirit of God among us about the calling that God 
is placing before us at this time and in this place. We have met five 

times as a whole congregation—four times to share with one another 
and one time to hear a report back from the Lead Team. The Lead Team 
has met nine times, read and reviewed 10 books, and visited three sister 
congregations. We have prayed, collectively and individually. All of these 
efforts have been aimed at listening, abiding, and discerning, and we have 
done that well.
 On June 25th, the Lead Team began sharing with the congregation 
about what they discerned and distilled from all of our gatherings and 
study. I say began sharing because it will take time for all of us to take 
in what they have shared and because not all of their findings and plans 
could be shared at one go. (For instance, there is a strategic plan timeline 
that maps out when we will implement various pieces of our new calling 
over the next few years and it requires four 11” x 17” pages to be taped 
together to see the whole thing!) In this article, we hope to share the basics 
of what was shared in the June 25th gathering for those who could not 
be there with us. More information will continue to be shared with the 
Deacons and the Leadership Council at their next meetings and with the 
whole congregation at our next quarterly business meeting. Also, we will 
continue to hear about our renewed calling and the steps that are being 
taken to implement it on Sundays and Wednesday nights in the future.

What We Heard
 After each congregational gathering, the Lead Team spent a good 
deal of time reading over the notes we took and talking about what we 
heard from the congregation. They sincerely sought to discern the heart 
of what the church was saying. Concerning our past, the Lead Team heard 
that we had sensed God’s presence in the music and music programs 
offered at our church, in Sunday School and small group Bible studies, 
through missions engagement, and by working with children and youth 
through the programs of the church. All in all, we might say that we have 
sensed God’s presence in and through small groups of individuals doing 
things of significance. We also felt God’s presence through the care and 
welcome that we offered to one another and to guests at our church.
 Concerning possibilities of the present and the future, the lead 
team heard a handful of things come to the forefront over and over again. 
We want to become a community hub and offer empowering programs 
to our community that help to build up the person—things like life-skills 
classes, tutoring, community gardens, and a laundromat cooperative. 
We want to make sure we are offering good Bible study opportunities 
for those within and outside our congregation. We want to continue and 
enrich our programs for kids and for music. We want to get to know our 
neighbors/community (around the church and around where we live) 
and we want to get better at telling our own story of who we are and 
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I write this article in the brief pause between the “Renewing Our 
Calling” Lead Team’s hard work and their presentation of that 

work to the church.  As I pause to recall the past five months of this 
process, the main word that comes to my mind is thankfulness.
 I want to say thank you to the Lead Team—Angela 

Zimmerman, George Davis, John Mason, Karen Harris, Lamar Barr, 
Leah Shields, LeShawn Vega, Ray Robinson, and Tom Millner.  Just 
counting meetings, each of these individuals have put in 22 hours 
of hard work.  These hours of meetings were never fluff and always 
required the full presence of mind, heart, and spirit.  However, they 
each have done far more work than that.  They have read and reviewed 
a book on church dynamics and ministry, they have traveled as much 
as two and a half hours one way to visit a sister church, they have 
reviewed notes, they have been kept awake at nights by ideas, worries, 
and wonderings, they have pondered, and they have prayed.  I am 
grateful to them for their sincere commitment to our church and to 
its ability to honor God more fully and more deeply today and into 

our future.
 I also want to say thank you to the Prayer Team, which is composed of the 
individuals who approached me when I put out a call for those who would be 
willing to commit to praying for our church during the entirety of this process.  
They have received bi-weekly emails from me with specific prayer concerns to 
lift up.  They, and all who have prayed for our church during this time, are to be 
honored for the good they have done through their fervent prayers.
 Finally, I want to say thank you to all of you who have participated in 
this process by attending our congregational gatherings, by reading and 
reflecting on the articles in the church newsletter, by sharing your thoughts, 
hopes, and dreams, by talking with me and Lead Team members, and by 
continuing to be the church one to another and to the community around 
us.  We could not have done this without the church being behind it, and we 
cannot fulfill the potential of this important work without that continued 
faithfulness.  Thank you for believing in this church and for having faith in 
what God can yet do through First Baptist Church.
 As I reflect on these past five months of hard work by the Lead Team, of 
prayer by the Prayer Team, and of committed participation by so many of you 
in our church life, the opening words of Paul to the church at Philippi come to 
mind: “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from 
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ . . . And this is 
my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 
insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may 
be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.”

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

Hi! 
 Angela is out of town this 

week and left me here. At first, I was glad. I 
was happy not to go all the way to Atlanta 
for some boring meeting. Then Angela 
went off to camp with a bunch of noisy 
kids.  Man, I was relieved to hear that I 
wasn’t going to have to participate in that 
one.  Hey, I was thrilled when I found 
out I was going to stay in Danville.  I was 

planning to live the good life --- life around 
a nice comfy office all day -- cool under the 
AC and relaxing!
 But NO! There is no being lazy around 
here. You see, I didn’t even get to stay long, 
it was off to the bank to do some work. It 
seems that the people around the church 
need things. They need air conditioning 
and they need lights and they need Sunday 
School books and they need someone to 
type for them and clean for them and preach 
for them. The list is endless. And they expect 
me to take care of it all. Me. By myself.
 It must be by myself because it is kind 
of lonely here. The rumor is that when many 
of the church people go out of town or on 
vacation they take their tithe checks with 
them. That leaves me and a few others to do 
all the work.
 It’s just not fair! First, I don’t get to go on 
the out of town adventures, and now, I have to 
do all the work myself! What is a check to do?
 I would like to invite all tithe checks to 
come join me. Maybe, if there were more of us, 
there would be less work and more partying. 
Please tell your families that you would rather 
go to church than go on vacation.

See you around.
Angela’s Tithe Check

	  

	   j.carroll@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.880.3576
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Contact Angela (a.zimmerman@fbcdanville or 336.212.3213) for questions or to register.

Stuff you need to know:

•   Each day of fun and adventure    
     begins at the church 9:30 and 
      ends at the church at 4:00 and 
     costs only $5.00 per child.  

•   Those who have completed 
     kindergarten are welcome to  
     come alone or bring a friend.  

•   Preschoolers are welcome to   
     come with their parent.  

•   Registration MUST be made 
     by MONDAY of the week of  
     the Fun Day. 

Contact Angela (a.zimmerman@
fbcdanville or 336.212.3213) for 
questions or to register. 

Summer Fun Days For Kids 2017
First Baptist Church, Danville, VA

Don’t miss the last two Summer 
Fun Days for Kids! 

Thursday, July 23
The fun on Thursday, July 23, begins with Playground 
Extravaganza followed by lunch.  The highlight of 
the day will be exploring the world of fossils and 
dinosaurs at the Virginia Museum of Natural History 

in Martinsville.

Tuesday, August 1
On Tuesday, August 1, we will enjoy one last outing 
before the beginning of school.  We will be spending 
the day swimming, picnicking, and enjoying other 
adventures at the Staunton River State Park.  Don’t forget 
your swimsuit and towel for this one!  

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ
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the good that we do. The Lead Team also heard that we want to 
continue to build the diversity of our church, explore alternative 
worship opportunities (both in time and in style), and update 
our facilities so that they are more welcoming.

What We Can Already Celebrate
 As the Lead Team reflected on these good things they 
heard from the congregation, they realized that as a church 
we have already begun some of them. Regarding deepened 
involvement in the community, the Deacon led Community 
Empowerment Team is talking with those in our neighborhood 
to find the greatest needs and is exploring ways to meet those 
needs in a sustainable, life-giving way. Our building is being 
used to help children with autism receive a quality education 
and develop necessary life and social skills. Our church will 
be the host site for the National Night Out Celebration in our 
neighborhood. And our congregation made and distributed 
planters to area businesses during business appreciation week 
and goodie baskets for nurses on the night shift at the hospital.
 Regarding increased diversity within our congregational 
life, just look around on any Wednesday night. We have young 
and old, those with wealth and those who struggle financially, 
black and white, and we even have a mixture of political parties 
represented (a feat to be celebrated in our politically divisive age).
 Regarding the appearance of our facilities, just last year 
we were able to make some needed changes to the landscaping at 
the front of our church, this year we have been able to re-stripe 
the parking lot, and just this week new fencing has been installed 
around the playground area. Additionally, the leadership council 
has already appointed an ad hoc committee to look into and 
make recommendations about how we might improve and 
update our physical spaces.
 There is much to celebrate as we realize we are already 
walking in the ways we are called to go.

Our Renewed Call
 One of the hardest things the Lead Team had to 
accomplish in their work was to take all of these great ideas 
and visions and get them down into a statement we could all 
remember and gather around. It is hard to find one sentence 
that can encapsulate so much and be memorable and powerful 
enough to guide our specific action. Yet, despite the difficulty of 
their task, I think they succeeded grandly:
Connecting with God
 Connecting with Others
  Connecting Others with God
 Our call to connect with God encapsulates our individual 
and communal life of prayer, worship, and discipleship. 
Programmatically this part of our calling covers our worship and 
music, our Sunday School and Bible study opportunities, our 

prayer gatherings, and the resources we offer for individual 
times of devotion at home.
 Our call to connect with others encapsulates this 
idea of doing life together—extending hospitality and 
welcome, serving one another and our community in our 
times of need, and building up and investing in community. 
Programmatically this part of our calling covers our pastoral 
care, our celebratory and just-for-fun gatherings, and the life-
on-life connection that happens at the beginning of Sunday 
School and around tables of food on Wednesday night. It also 
speaks to the ways in which so many of us simply connect 
with others by making phone calls, sending cards, and 
meeting the need that comes to our attention.
 Our call to connect Others with God encapsulates 
the ways in which we go beyond a simple connection toward 
pointing to the love of God that undergirds that connection. 
This happens when we embody God’s love through mission 
and point to Jesus as the reason that we do it. This also 
happens when we speak the love of God to one who does not 
yet know or believe it to be true. Finally, this also happens 
when we help others find their way toward ministry, toward 
using their gifts and talents for the glory of God and the 
uplifting of others.

Ways We May Live into Our Calling More Deeply
 Having discerned and put language to this renewed 
sense of call, the Lead Team then talked about ways we 
could intentionally live into that calling more deeply and 
richly. Much of this work was simply finding concrete ways 
to live into the things we had already heard from you. The 
suggestions noted below are the big heading items. In our 
planning, we have much more detail for each one; it is simply 
impractical to give all of those details at this time and in this 
format. Also, while individual suggestions noted below are 
presented as being tied to one of the three pieces of our call, 
many of them actually span between all three parts of our 
call.
 In order to “Connect with God” more richly, we need 
to begin a small group ministry whereby we gather in homes 
to do life together, apply God’s word to our daily life, and seek 
to draw others outside of our church into an awareness of 
God’s and our love for them. We also need to give attention 
to our worship service and make sure that we are expressing 
joy alongside of reverence as we gather. And finally, we need 
to explore the possibility of forming a new, alternate worship 
experience that can meet at a different time and have a more 
relaxed feel to it.
 In order to “Connect with Others” more deeply, we 
need to make our buildings and decor more welcoming and 
reinvigorate the offering of our building to outside groups for 
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their use. We need to find more ways of intentionally engaging 
with our neighbors and make sure we are trained to do that 
well. We also need to make sure we are intentionally telling our 
story to our larger community through video, social media, 
print items, and individual relationships.
 In order to “Connect Others with God” more fully, 
we need to continuing moving from a giving only to a hands-
on model of missions. We need to create simple, visible, and 
progressive pathways for people to move from guest to involved 
member so that people can appropriately connect the gifts they 
have to the ways God may put that gift into action. Also, we 
need to be trained to draw people toward the good connecting 
points that we are building simply through the relationships we 
already have.
 In many ways, June 25th marked the pivot point where 
we began to move from discernment to implementation. We 
do not leave discernment and listening behind; we continue to 
discern all along the way and to hear from one another about 
what is good and what needs refining, but it now becomes 
secondary and undergirding to the work that now lies before 
us so that we can continue living into God’s call upon us. We 
can-not do all of these things right away, to be certain. They 
must be paced and scheduled out so that we do not overwhelm 
our ministers and ourselves. Yet, we can accomplish them all 
with patience, endurance, and commitment. And, then, having 
listened, having discerned, have planned, and having done, we 
continue to place our lives as offerings into the hands of the 
God we serve, that God may do in us and through us as God 
pleases, for all of this is done for naught if it is not done for 
God’s great glory.

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ
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Take a moment to look at and enjoy the new fence being erected behind the Fellowship Hall.  Part of the Children’s Facilities 
Upgrade approved by the church last year, this fencing is the next step toward making the Playground area a safe green 

space that can be used and enjoyed by children (and adults).  

DECORATIVE FENCING – COMING SOON TO A PLAYGROUND NEAR YOU!!

	  

Decorative	  fencing	  –	  coming	  soon	  to	  a	  playground	  near	  you!!	  

Take	  a	  moment	  to	  look	  at	  and	  enjoy	  the	  new	  fence	  being	  erected	  behind	  the	  Fellowship	  Hall.	  	  Part	  of	  the	  
Children’s	  Facilities	  Upgrade	  approved	  by	  the	  church	  last	  year,	  this	  fencing	  is	  the	  next	  step	  toward	  
making	  the	  Playground	  area	  a	  safe	  green	  space	  that	  can	  be	  used	  and	  enjoyed	  by	  children	  (and	  adults).	  	  	  

THANK YOU NOTES

Dear First Baptist Church of Danville,
 Please accept my sincere thanks for your donation of 
$2,312.00.  I greatly appreciate your generous gift. Your gift 
allows God’s Storehouse to provide food to needy families and 
individuals in Danville and Pittsylvania County. Due to your 
kindness, we can provide a safe, clean, and easily accessible 
facility for our customers to pick up food.
 Your donation helps customers like Cathy, who is 51 years 
old and just got laid off from her full-time job at a local company. 
She told us she only comes to us when she is most in need. Her 
last pick-up was in March of 2016.  She stated she wants to work 
and is looking for another job.  You made it possible to put food 
on her table.
 I am so grateful for your support of God’s Storehouse’s 
mission. Again, please accept my heartfelt thanks for your 
donation.  

Yours in Service,
Karen Harris
Executive Director
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Have fun with friends, take in a ball game, and support 
our local team!!

 First Baptist is going to the Danville Braves game on 
Tuesday, July 18.  The game begins at 7:00.  The van will 
leave the church at 6:30 or you can meet us at the game.  
Purchase your $2.00 tickets through the church office by 
Sunday, July 16.  Purchase another $2.00 ticket and bring 
a friend or neighbor.
 You never know, the great cheering section from 
First Baptist might just encourage those Braves enough 
for a win!!

PASSPORT CAMPS

Information about PASSPORT Camps has been in the Spire for 
several months.  Going to camp now replaces talking about 

and planning for camp.  Some of our youth, along with youth 
from College Park Baptist, will be attending PASSPORTyouth in 
Greensboro the last week of June.  A group of our children head to 
PASSPORTkids in Montreat, NC, the first week of July.  Please be in 
prayer for our young people and their chaperones as they travel and 
attend camp.  Pray for their safety and that God will speak to each 
in a mighty way.  When they return, talk to them about their camp 
experience and find out how God touched them.   
 Thank you, First Baptist, for making it possible for these 
children and youth to attend PASSPORT Camps.  Your generosity 
in providing funding, your willingness to “tip big” on Wednesday 
nights, and your encouragement and support are greatly 
appreciated.

FROM YOUR MISSIONS COMMITTEE

It's July, so that means it's time for our annual school supply collection for Woodberry Hills Elementary School.  This will run for 
the entire month of July and end on the first weekend in August, which is the state's Sales Tax Free weekend.  So anytime between 

now and August 6th, if you see school supplies on sale, pick up a few, bring them to church, and put them in the collection barrels 
outside the office and in the foyer near the nursery.  You'll find a complete list of what's needed below.  Let’s help make sure that 
every child at Woodberry Hills Elementary has the supplies they need to help them learn and succeed!
Have a great summer!

Kathy Davis
Missions Committee Chair 

#2 pencils (not mechanical)         
markers 
pencil boxes or pouches
dry erase markers
backpacks (no wheels) 
24-count crayons

highlighters
glue sticks  
children’s scissors
tissues 
index cards
pocket folders (with prongs)

disinfecting wipes
hand sanitizer (large bottle)
notebook paper (wide-ruled)
marble/hardcover composition books (wide-ruled)
reclosable ziploc bags 
   (sandwich-size or larger)



SISTER CHICKS
Calling all Sister Chicks!  Attention!  

Your (i.e., all ladies of the church) presence is desired 
Sunday, July 16th at the Riverside Lanes bowling 

alley, where we will find out who 
can destroy the most pins per 
game.  We will meet at 5:00 p.m. 
Practice!  Sling things out in 

the yard! Be ready! Recovery will 
occur immediately afterward  at the 

Cook-Out restaurant. 

Remember:  5:00 p.m., July 16th at 
the bowling alley.
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July 2 Mollie Duren/Robert Dorr
July 9 Sherry Turner/Hannah Vipperman
July 16 Sandy Turner
July 23 Jane Gilbert
July 30 Pam Harris

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e
First Sunday:  Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner  
Second Sunday:   Mollie Duren, John/Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, 
 Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:  Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, Jim Livingston,  
 Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————

July 19
Quarterly Church 
Business Meeting  

Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Karen Harris

Serve/Clean: Hospitality Committee

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: JULY
 Beau Carter          (H) 434-724-1909 (C) 434-770-8010
 John Gilstrap (H) 434-792-7143 (C) 434-203-8944
 Pam Harris (H) 434-822-5253 (C) 434-489-5132
 Steve Zimmerman (C) 336-214-3958

July 2
The sanctuary flowers are given in memory of David 
Whitfield whose birthday is July 3, by his family.

July 9
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the glory of God 
and in memory of Inez Gaddy, whose birthday is July 17, by 
Sallie Gregory.

July 16 
A mere seed is the beginning in God’s creation.  Thus, the 
art of bonsai is a true testament. – Betty Flippen

July 23
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to the glory of God 
and in honor of all the church members and friends at First 
Baptist church by Sallie Gregory.

July 30
The Bonsai in the sanctuary today is from the collection of 
Betty Flippen.

**Summer Schedule**

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (MPB)

Due to the Independence Day holiday falling on the first Tuesday 
of the month, there will only be one MPB for the month of July.  

On the third Tuesday, July 18th, the men of the church are invited to 
a Bible study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may 
bring your own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville through 
the church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are provided.  John 
Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us before going to your other 
activities of the day to pray for our church, our members, our city, and 
our country.  Mark your calendar for this date.  We will go back to our 
regular schedule next month and will have MPB on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday each month.
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Monday, July 3
...............................................Departure for PASSPORT 
                                               Kids Camp

Tuesday, July 4 - Independence Day
...............................................Church Office Closed

Thursday, July 6
...............................................Returning from PASSPORT 
                                               Kids Camp 
Sunday, July 9
11:45 a.m. .............................Engaging Guests Deacon 
                                               Team Meeting 
Tuesday, July 11
7:00 p.m. ..............................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..............................Deacons’ Meeting

Thursday, July 13 
 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ............Summer Fun Day for Kids

Sunday, July 16
5:00 p.m.. .............................Sister Chicks

Monday, July 17
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. .............Ministerial Staff Retreat
12:00 p.m. ............................Spire Information Due (for August)
7:00 p.m. ..............................Renewing Our Calling 
                                               Lead Team Meeting

Tuesday, July 18
7:30 a.m. ...............................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
2:30 p.m ...............................Staff Meeting
7:00-9:30 p.m. ......................Churchwide Trip to 
                                               Danville Braves Game 

Wednesday, July 19
5:30-7:15 p.m.. .....................Childcare (infants-4 years old)
5:30 p.m. ..............................Supper is served
6:15 p.m. ..............................Quarterly Church Business Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..............................Church Choir
                                                                               
                                        

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

    
 


