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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, February 13.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The February 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Wednesday, February 22.

February 5, 2017
Joshua and Jessica Hearne, Pastors

Luke 10:25-37, Deuteronomy 30: 9-14 
“Walk Worthy” by Martin

—

February 12, 2017
Psalm 46; Matthew 4:1-11

“Lead Us Not into Temptation” by Choplin
—

February 17, 2017
Mark 9:33-37; Luke 4:1-13

 “Speak, O Lord” arr. Edwards
—

February 26, 2017
 John 21:15-19; Mark 1:12-13; 10:35-45

 “All to Jesus” by Peterson

On April 24, 2016 leaders of College Park Baptist Church and 
First Baptist Church announced that we would be embarking 
on a journey of cooperation and discernment.  Since that time 

our churches have jointly sorted thousands of pounds of food for God’s 
Storehouse, served at the 2nd Annual Community and Law Enforcement 
Partnership Day, and supported the good work of Grace and Main’s urban 
farm.  We have also picnicked together, sent our youth to camp together, 
studied the Bible together, learned about Islam together, and presented a 
beautiful Christmas cantata together.  By those measures alone, this year 
of cooperation and discernment has been a great success.
 There has also been additional work going on in the background.  
Church leaders have been meeting monthly since March of 2016 to not 
only plan the joint ministries listed above but also to get to know the 
character and identity of each congregation.  This, too, has been fruitful 
and meaningful work.  We have learned of our many similarities and of the 
differences we hold that complement each other.  Even more important, 
though, we have forged true friendships in our cooperative work as we 
have learned from one another.
 One of the major questions that this group of leaders has been 
keeping before itself, as we are sure many of you have as well, is, “Where 
are we headed?” or “Where do we go from here?”  As we said in that 
first announcement, we want whatever decision we make about moving 
forward to be in line with what will most enable us to fulfill God’s mission 
in the world.  It is in light of that desire that we have prayerfully discerned 
that we should continue as autonomous churches who find opportunities 
to partner together in mission and ministry, and we should not pursue a 
deeper relationship through merger at this time.
 As we have seen, we have been able to engage in God’s mission in the 
world in new and stronger ways through our cooperation together.  We 
want that to continue and will work toward that end, finding the places we 
can strengthen God’s mission through joint engagement.  In regards to the 
topic of merger, we always knew it was one option, but we did not know if 
it would be the place to which God was calling us.  At this time, it seems 
that to engage in a process of merger, with all of the minutia, risk, and 
challenge that it poses, might actually hinder our ability to engage more 
deeply in God’s calling upon our churches.
 As for the group of leaders that has been meeting monthly, they will 
continue to do so.  They will continue to focus on deepening the bonds 
of friendship and creating joint opportunities for mission, fellowship, 
and worship between our churches.  Additionally, this group will begin 
reading and discussing books about church renewal, transformation, and 
mission in today’s constantly shifting cultural setting.  These studies will 
benefit both churches by exposing us to new ideas and by enriching our 
understanding of how churches can thrive today.
 It is our sincere hope that the bonds of brotherly and sisterly love that 
we have formed during this past year will continue between our churches.  
Continue to pray for one another, continue to encourage one another, and 
continue to look for opportunities where we might serve jointly to honor 
our Lord and to share God’s good news. 

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

DISCERNMENT FELLOWSHIP UPDATE
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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As you know by now, we are not at a place of 
pursuing a merger with College Park Baptist 

Church.  We are going to maintain our relationship 
with them and continue to find ways to partner 
together in mission, fellowship, and worship, but 
merger is not our path at this time.  For me, that 

raises the question of what our path is—and with 
me being me, business as usual is rarely a sufficient 
answer to that question.  I have discerned for some 
time now that we as a church need to have a clearer 
sense of God’s calling—who is God calling us to be 
and what is God calling us to do in this time and in 
this place.  I actually shared this with the Deacons and 
Leadership Council in 2015, but we decided to wait on 
this process until we knew where things were headed 
with College Park Baptist.
 Now that we know that we are not headed 
towards merger at this time, it is time for us to embark 

on a journey of “Renewing our Calling.”  The process will involve 
the entire congregation, will be guided by a lead team, and will 
be undergirded by a prayer team.  I want to outline that process 
for you now.  There will be five congregational gatherings on 
the last Sunday of each month immediately following worship 
(lunch will be provided) in the fellowship hall.  At each of these 
gatherings we will explore different topics and activities that 
will help us to clarify our own gifts as a congregation and how 
God might be calling us to put them to use for God’s kingdom.  
Please go ahead and put these gatherings on your calendar as 
input from the breadth of our congregation is vital to the success 
of this endeavor.  The dates and topics for those gatherings are 
as follows:
 

February 26th—Vital Experiences from our Past
March 26th—Present Community Needs and Opportunities

April 30th—Asset Mapping
May 28th—Ideal Church

June 25th—Final Report from Lead Team
  
 Alongside these congregational gatherings, there will be a 
lead team that will be guiding the process and assimilating the 
input from the congregation.  They will also be doing additional 
studies and activities and communicating the results of those to 
the congregation through this newsletter.
 Undergirding all of this important work will be the most 
important work of all, prayer.  We are assembling a prayer team 
of those who are willing to commit to pray for this process, for the 
vitality of our church and our witness in the world, and for those 
who are leading this journey.  If you are interested in serving on 
this prayer team, please let me know as soon as possible.

I thought this month that I would 
update you on some of what is happening in the music 
ministry.

HANDBELLS 
  What do you get when you combine 37 handbells, 37 
handchimes, 11 ringers, one director, and various dowels, 
gloves, and mallets?  You get a handbell choir.  What do you 
get when you combine multiple handbell choirs and ask them 
all to play the same music at the same time?  Sometimes you 
get a bunch of noise.  Other times, like at the Virginia Baptist 
Handbell Festival, you get beautiful music.  Well, you get 
beautiful music after you practice together for a few hours.
  Several members of our Handbell Choir are going to 
the Virginia Baptist Handbell Festival on February 3 and 
4.  We are going to make beautiful music and enjoy 
the comradery of ringing with others, but we are also 

going to learn how to better ring our bells here at home.   
Oh, and did I mention that the music is HARD?  I am so 
proud of this group, the efforts they put forth, and their 
willingness to try new, more challenging music.

MUSIC MAKERS
 Did you know that we have some amazing children in 
our church???  If you have any doubts, just come to the choir 
room during Music Maker time on Wednesday evenings.  
They are learning to depend on God for their strength, 
that music moves up and down and stays the same, about 
rhythms, and all sorts of things.  Last night we only had a 
small group, but that group was amazing.  We started with 
the sticks keeping the steady beat for us.  We then added the 
drum playing a more complicated rhythm with both notes 
and rests.  We added the boomwackers, and then a whistle, 
all with different rhythms.  They were able to keep all four of 
these rhythms going at the same time!!  Great job, kids!!  
 Not only can they play rhythms, they can sing, do 
sign language, and remember the words better than their 
leader—all at the same time.  Do you know a child that would 
benefit from being in this group?  Bring them with you next 
Wednesday.  There is always room for more!

CHURCH CHOIR
 This group works tirelessly.  They worked very hard on 
our Christmas music “Darkness into Light” and it was time 
well spent.  We had a wonderful afternoon of music, worship, 
and community fellowship on December 18th when they 
presented that cantata with friends from our church, College 
Park Baptist, and the community.  CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Sandy Turner has moved.
Her new address is:

14 Church Lane
Chatham, VA 24531

Continued on page 3 Continued on page 3
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

SISTER CHICKS

Let’s try this again!  Our next get together will 
be on Sunday, February 19th at 5:30 p.m. at 

Cynthia Stinson Stone’s home.  She has graciously 
offered to serve us lasagna. Please thank her 
by donating a few dollars to cover the cost of 
the meal.  It is suggested that you bring your 
own drink.  We will also be giving back to the 
community by bringing assorted toiletries 
to donate to Haven House.  Hopefully we will 
use this meeting as a planning session for the rest 
of the year.  Look forward to seeing everyone there and Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

Thank you for helping us stock our shelves!  Your kindness 
and generosity helps us reach out to those in need.  The 

353 pounds of food you donated has helped to feed the hungry 
people in our area.

May God Bless You!
Karen Harris

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (MPB)

On the first Tuesday, February 7, and the third Tuesday, 
February 21, the men of the church are invited to a Bible 

study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may 
bring your own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville 
through the church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are 
provided.  John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us 
before going to your other activities of the day to pray for our 
church, our members, our city, and our country.  Mark your 
calendar for MPB on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month.

STAFF ANNIVERSARY

As of February 4th, Tammy Vaughan will have been on our 
church staff for 9 years.  In addition, Dot Walker will be 

celebrating a milestone anniversary.  February 14th marks 10 
years of service for Dot at First Baptist. Be sure to take time 
to let these wonderful ladies know how much we appreciate 
them and the work they do for First Baptist Church.

 I am excited about this time that we will share, and I hope 
you are too.  Let us all be praying that this might not only be a 
time of discernment and clarity but also a time of renewal and 
vitality as we discern God’s calling and discover the concrete 
ways that we may live into that calling for the sake of God’s 
great glory and for the sake of our fellow humanity so much 
in need of the grace and love we have known through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

 A performance, such as “Darkness into Light”, takes a lot 
of work, and it shows.  What does not always get noticed is 
the work that this group does every week.  In the course of a 
year, this group learns music for and prepares for 52 separate 
singing engagements, in addition to the Christmas and Easter 
larger productions.  This means 52 different anthems need to 
be learned, rehearsed and polished, as well as preparations 
made for leading the congregation in hymns and responses.  In 
order for this to happen, this group of dedicated people works 
and rehearses every week—cold or hot, rain or shine.  And 
they do it with JOY.  Thank you, choir, for all of your hard 
work—at Christmas and throughout the year!
 That is a small glimpse of some of the music at First 
Baptist.  Won’t you join in the fun?

Pastor’s article continued

Minister of Music article continued
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February 5   Jane Gilbert 
February 12   Pam Harris 
February 19   George Davis III/Melody Cook 
February 26   Eva Inlow 

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Mollie Duren, John & Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
 Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:   Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, Jim Livingston,  
 Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
February 5  Zimmerman Class  
February 12  Faith in Action Class 
February 19  Roundtable Class 
February 26  Covenant Class

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————

February 1
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Ellen Davis
Serve/Clean: Covenant & 

Roundtable Classes

February 8
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Jane Gilber
Serve/Clean: Friendship Class

February 15
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Karen Harris
Serve/Clean: Zimmerman Class & 

Leadership Council

February 22
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Doug Stone 

Serve/Clean: New Beginnings 
Class & Deacons

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: FEBRUARY
Kathy Davis (H) 434-799-3560   (C) 434-548-8358
Karen Harris (H) 434-792-1792  (C) 434-489-4046
David Holshouser (H) 434-797-2937  (C) 434-251-4412
Bob Wiles (H) 434-792-7808  (C) 434-489-7808

February 5
The flowers are placed in the 
sanctuary this morning by 
the Flower Committee. 

February 12
The sanctuary flowers are 
given by Jim, Dave and John Barr in loving memory of 
Brantley F. Barr, Brantley F. Barr, Jr. and Mary Lou Barr.

February 19
The flowers in the sanctuary are given by Sallie Gregory 
to honor her very close and kind friend, Gary Grant, on 
his birthday which is February 20.

February 26
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary in honor of the 
beauty of youth, Avery Holshouser, who shares a birthday 
with my wife, Janet Holley, by Dave Slayton

Sanctuary Flowers for March
For the month of March, there are several dates still 
available if you’d like to place flowers in the sanctuary for 
the Sunday worship service.  If interested, please contact 
Janice Gilstrap at 792-7153 for more information.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY!

Congratulations and belated birthday 
wishes to Frances Moore. On 

January 21, Frances celebrated her 100th 
birthday!  May God continue to bless her 
life and health all the days ahead!
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Friday, February 3 ...............Handbell Festival
                                                  (Lynchburg, VA)

Saturday, February 4 ..........Handbell Festival
                                                  (Lynchburg, VA)
Sunday, February 5
9:30-10:20 a.m. ........................Table Talk for adult and youth   
                                                    Sunday School classes 
                                                   (in the fellowship hall)
11:45 a.m. .................................Camino Lunch

Tuesday, February 7
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Sunday, February 12
9:30-10:20 a.m. ........................Table Talk for adult and youth          
                                                    Sunday School classes 
                                                   (in the fellowship hall)
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks

Monday, February 13
12:00 p.m. ................................Spire Information Due
                                                  (for the month of March)
Tuesday, February 14
2:30 p.m. ..................................Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..................................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..................................Deacons’ Meeting

Sunday, February 19
5:30 p.m. ..................................Sister Chicks at the home of
                                                   Cynthia Stinson Stone
Tuesday, February 21
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:30-7:00 p.m. ..........................FBC/CPBC Collaborative 
                                                   Team Meeting
Sunday, February 26
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. ...............“Renew Our Calling”           
                                                     Congregational Meeting 
                                                    (in the fellowship hall)
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 5:30 p.m.  ............................. Handbells
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
     4:15-5:30 p.m. .....................Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. .....................Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. .....................Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. .....................Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. ..............................Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. .....................Church Choir       
 Children's Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. ..............................Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. ..............................Music Time/Faith Builders


