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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, January 16.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The February 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Wednesday, January 24.

January 1, 2017
Matthew 2:1-12; Isaiah 60:1-6

—

January 8, 2017
Isaiah 60:1-16; Ephesians 3:1-12

—

January 15, 2017
Romans 2:1-4; Jonah 4:1-11

—

January 22, 2017
Ephesians 2:1-10; Luke 15:11-32

—

January 29, 2017
Galatians 4:1-7; Luke 15:11-32

In January and February, we will hold a church-wide conversation on 
baptism and membership.  This conversation will be held over the 
course of four Sundays—January 22, January 29, February 5, and 

February 12—during the Sunday School hour (9:30 to 10:15 am) and 
is open to anyone who considers themselves a part of the First Baptist 
Church community.  We hope you will make plans to join us.
 We will hear from individual church members about their experiences 
of baptism in the Baptist tradition and in other Christian traditions and 
about their experiences of being re-baptized by immersion in ways that 
were meaningful and not.  We will also hear about various streams of 
biblical and theological thought around the practice of Baptism.  This is 
an opportunity for our church to hear from one another about a subject 
that means a great deal to us individually and collectively, and it is an 
opportunity for us to clarify our identity as we continue to reach out to 
our community and city.
 This particular conversation began over a year ago when our pastor 
asked the deacons and leadership council how the church has traditionally 
interpreted the by-law which states, “Any person who is a member of 
another church of like faith and order may be received into membership of 
this Church upon receipt of a letter of transfer from that church.”  There was 
unanimous agreement that the church has traditionally interpreted “like 
faith and order” to mean other Baptist churches who practice believer’s 
baptism.  However, there was not unanimity as to whether we should 
continue to interpret the by-law in that manner.  Wisely, the deacons and 
leadership council decided this was not an issue they could decide, but was 
a matter that needed the church’s collective reflection and input.
 A team of four lay leaders—Gordon Ballard, George Davis, Mollie 
Duren, and Mike Hendrickson—has been working alongside the pastor to 
put together this process of discernment, which we are calling “Table Talk,” 
so that we can learn from one another and discover together the pathway 
that we believe would honor God the most.  Again, we hope you will join 
us and that you will bring a readiness to share your own reflections and an 
equal readiness to hear the reflections of others.

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

TABLE TALK—BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP

PASTOR’S ANNIVERSARY
On January 14th, we will celebrate the fourth anniversary of our pas-
tor’s service to First Baptist Church.  He has given guidance, knowl-
edge, hope and love to us all. He has shared his gifts with us and led 
us in our walk with God.  We are all blessed by the presence of John 
Carroll at First Baptist. Take a moment to let John know how much his 
being here has meant to you.
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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In November, I had the unfortunate 
experience of partially dislocating my 

shoulder.  I was not doing anything out of 
the ordinary.  In fact, I was doing something 
I have done a thousand times over.  This time, 

however, things did not go as they always have.  
The shoulder gave way and left me in a great deal 
of pain.
 Upon visiting my doctor and engaging 
in physical therapy, I learned that the most likely 
culprit of my ailment was imbalance.  It could 
be an imbalance of strength where the front side 
of the shoulder was stronger than the back thus 
creating a vulnerability where a slippage of the 
joint could occur.  Alternatively, it could be an 
imbalance of flexibility where tighter muscles did 
not operate properly.  Likely, it was a combination 

of both—an imbalance of both strength and flexibility.  
So now, I have a regimen of exercises to strengthen the 
weaker muscles and stretches to loosen the tight muscles 
so that a healthy balance can be restored.
 The same kind of imbalances can occur in our 
spiritual life as individuals and as a congregation, leading 
to things being out of joint and maybe even painfully so.  
As disciples of Jesus, we need to make sure we balance 
"up", "in", and "out".  "Up" is our relationship with God, 
and it has to do with worship, prayer, and Bible study.  "In" 
is our relationship with other Christians—it has to do with 
fellowship, service, and mutual encouragement.  "Out" is our 
relationship with non-Christians—it has to do with mission 
efforts, outreach, and sharing the good news of Jesus.
 As we turn toward a new year, a time of reflection 
and of weighing things for many people, it might be a 
good opportunity to look at our own life through this lens 
of balance.  Which of the three are we doing well and find 
easy to accomplish?  Which of the three are we not doing 
well and find difficult?  Perhaps the answer to this latter 
question can reveal where we need to do some stretching 
and strengthening to make sure we are following all of the 
things that Jesus modeled for us.  After all, he too spent 
time alone with his heavenly Father, time fellowshipping 
and studying with his disciples, and time going to new 
places and new people to heal the sick, feed the poor, and 
proclaim the good news of God’s love.

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

	  

	  

 j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • Cell Phone – 336.880.3576

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire,
Jack Frost nipping at your nose,
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir,
And folks dressed up like Eskimos.

I was out and about yesterday—and it was cold.  I do think 
that ole Jack Frost, or one of his relatives, was nipping 

at my nose and making it red and cold.  I probably could 
have passed for Rudolph before it was all said and done. 
Although I have never been to the land of the Eskimos, 
especially during the winter, I am guessing the idea here is 
wearing lots and lots of clothes to stay warm.  I think I had 
that one covered as well—complete with red Santa hat! I 
am very grateful to have such clothing in my life.
 After I got home (finally), it was nice to sit by the 
fire and warm up.  The chestnuts were missing, but there 
was a cup of warm tea, a mug of soup, and some glazed 

pecans.  While not as picturesque as the chestnuts, perhaps, they 
were warm and comforting, just the same.  I am very grateful to 
have such luxuries in my life.
 Let’s talk about those carols being sung by a choir!  Think I 
have those covered -- been working on those carols with that choir 
for a couple of months now.  And work we have.  Even with all the 
hard work, we have managed to have a little fun along the way!  I am 
very grateful to have such musicians in my life.
 Should we add in all the carols by handbells and on piano and 
organ?  I started to count the carols played, but decided I didn’t 
want to count that high with a brain still thawing from yesterday’s 
adventures.  Musical celebrations of Christmas abound from dawn 
to dusk and into the night. I am very grateful to have such music in 
my life.
 As I sit by the fire, humming Christmas carols and contemplating 
life, I think of people like you -- people who have chosen to come 
together to worship and to share the love and life of Christ with those 
around us. What a wonderful community of believers we have here at 
First Baptist.  I am so very grateful to have such people in my life.

And so I'm offering this simple phrase
To kids from one to ninety-two
Although it's been said many times,
Many ways: "Merry Christmas to you".

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Sandy Turner has moved.

Her new address is:
14 Church Lane

Chatham, VA 24531



FROM EVINCE MAGAGINE
To the editor:
I love reading Evince’s Spotting Excellent Customer Service every 
month, but I want to give recognition to someone in a different 
category—Spotting Excellent Community Support.  I was very 
impressed with the Neighbors Celebrating Neighbors Harvest 
Festival (November 2016 page 16) an event that First Baptist 
Church created and organized.  This was an excellent way to 
support the Veterans Parade and encourage citizens to attend.  
I witnessed families having a good time on First Baptist’s Main 
Street lawn while others enjoying the free seating for viewing 
the parade. Prior to the parade, parishioners walked the nearby 
sidewalks handing out American flags.  This was a free event for 
the entire community and it supported another free community 
event.  We are fortunate to live in a place where so many kind, 
thoughtful people collaborate for the good of all.  Thank you, First 
Baptist Church and thank you to the parade organizers and our 
veterans.

Sincerely,
Julian Scott

Reprinted from the December 2016 Evince (page 5). Visit www.
evincemagazine.com.
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

SISTER CHICKS
Happy New Year!!!

Sister Chicks, let’s start 2017 of right.  We 
will be meeting at Cynthia Stinson’s home 

(250 Randolph Street) on January 8th to work 
on a project for Haven House.  Please bring a 

variety of feminine toiletry items to donate.  These 
women will appreciate any and everything we 
can give.  Doug Stone will be our chef for the 

e v e n i n g ! !  Please come with some ideas for projects and 
activities for us to do in the upcoming year.  Hope everyone has a 
very Merry Christmas and let’s have a fabulous New Year.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (MPB)

Due to the New Year’s holiday, for the month of January, 
the MPB schedule has been changed a bit.  On the 

second Tuesday, January 10, and the fourth Tuesday, January 
24, the men of the church are invited to a Bible study and 
prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may bring your 
own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville through the 
church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are provided.  
John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us before going 
to your other activities of the day to pray for our church, our 
members, our city, and our country.  Mark your calendar for 
MPB on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday for the month of January.

FLOWER COMMITTEE – CHANGES FOR 2017

Do you enjoy the flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings? Do you want to honor, or remember a church member, orga-
nization or loved one? Are you willing to help the Flower Committee ensure there are flowers on Sundays?  The Flower Com-

mittee needs your help!!  
  The committee appreciates that the cost of flowers has greatly increased over the years. They have found it more and more dif-
ficult to secure people to purchase flowers for Sundays.  With that in mind the following changes will take effect starting in January. 
 • If interested in sponsoring flowers for a Sunday in 2017, please contact Andrea Duren or Janice Gilstrap. Sign-up sheets  
  will be posted in the foyer and sent around on Wednesday nights. 
 • In addition to large arrangements, smaller arrangements or live plants may be purchased or you may bring a nice, medium  
  to large live plant from home for your Sunday. These arrangements will fit on the small table in front of the baptistery. 
  Arrangements must be non-secular.
 • For certain holidays, table-scapes will be used for multiple Sundays.  Example: November Harvest Table. 
 • On Sundays when no one has purchased an arrangement, silk arrangements will be used or no flowers will be in the sanctuary.
 The Flower Committee works very hard to decorate the sanctuary.  We look forward to your support and help for 2017. 



Page 4 

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

January 1  Mollie Duren/Robert Dorr
January 8  Eva Inlow
January 15  Sharon Bohannon
January 22  Sherry Turner/Hannah Vipperman
January 29  Sandy Turner

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Mollie Duren, John & Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
 Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:   Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, Jim Livingston,  
 Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
January 1 Faith in Action Class
January 8 Roundtable Class
January 15 Covenant Class
January 22 Friendship Class
January 29 New Beginnings Class

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————

January 4
No Evening Activities

January 11
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Doug Stone

Serve/Clean: Leadership 
Council

January 18
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Sandy Turner
Serve/Clean: New Beginnings Class & 

Deacons

January 25
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Kip Caton

Serve/Clean: Faith in Action Class

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: JANUARY
Beau Carter  (Home) 434.724.1909 (Cell) 434.770.8010
John Gilstrap  (Home) 434.792.7153 (Cell) 434.203.8944
Pam Harris  (Home) 434.822.5253
Steve Zimmerman   (Cell) 336.212.3213

January 1
Happy New Year!  
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary in honor of John 
and June Holshouser’s 67th wedding anniversary by 
David and Cindy Holshouser.

January 8
The sanctuary flowers are given in honor of our 2017 
Board of Deacons by Karen Harris.

January 15
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in loving memory of Happy and Chloe Slayton by Jane 
Willis.

January 22
The sanctuary flowers are given in memory of Christine 
Gregory by the Christine Gregory Friendship Class. 

January 29
The sanctuary flowers are given by Bill and Laura 
Toler and are in honor of their son, Bruce and his wife, 
Meredith, and their grandchildren: Colin, Parker Grace, 
Paisley and Owen.  The flowers are also in memory of their 
son, Ben.

CHURCH OFFICE SCHEDULE 

Over the New Year’s holiday, the office schedule 
will be as follows:

Monday, January 2 – Office Closed
Tuesday, January 3 – Office Closed
The office will be open January 4 and January 5.

The normal weekly schedule will resume the following 
week.
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Monday, January 2 ...............Church Office Closed

Tuesday, January 3 ...............Church Office Closed

Wednesday, January 4.........No Evening Activities

Sunday, January 8
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks
5:30 p.m. ..................................Sister Chicks at 
                                                   Cynthia Stinson Stone’s home
Tuesday, January 10
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7:00 p.m. ..................................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..................................Deacons’ Meeting

Wednesday, January 11 ......Regular Wednesday Activities   
                                                   Resume
Sunday, January 15
5:30 p.m. ..................................Church Choir Epiphany Party at 
                                                    the Zimmerman’s home
Monday, January 16
12:00 p.m. ................................Spire information due 
                                                  (for the month of February)
Tuesday, January 17
2:30 p.m. ..................................Staff Meeting

Wednesday, January 18 ......Wednesday Evening Activities and
                                                   Quarterly Church Business Meeting
Sunday, January 22
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks

Tuesday, January 24
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 5:30 p.m.  ............................. Handbells
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
     4:15-5:30 p.m. .....................Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. .....................Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. .....................Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. .....................Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. ..............................Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. .....................Church Choir       
 Children's Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. ..............................Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. ..............................Music Time/Faith Builders


