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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, November 14.  You may drop it off at the 
office or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The 
November edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be 
mailed on Tuesday, November 22.

November 6, 2016
All Saints’ Day 

John 11:17-27; Ephesians 1:11-23
Saints Bound for Heaven arr. Parker and Shaw

—

November 13, 2016
Psalm 19; Isaiah 65:17-25

Look at the World by Rutter
—

November 20, 2016
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; Colossians 1:11-20

Thine Is the Kingdom by Choplin
—

November 27, 2016
Celtic Advent Carol by Angerman and Barrett

Our Annual Harvest Festival will occur on Sunday, November 6th 
and we hope you are making plans to be there! It will be a great 
opportunity to welcome our neighbors and our city to our church 

as we enjoy stew, giant board games like Connect 4 and Yahtzee, a great big 
pile of leaves, a bounce house, and the opportunity to honor our veterans 
as the Veteran's Day Parade goes by.
 The event will run from 12:30 pm until the end of the parade.  A 
12:30 start time means we have a quick set up window between church 
and the start of the event.  That is why the team organizing this event 
invites all members that wish to do so to participate in casual Sunday.  
Dressing casual for worship on this day will allow us to transition quickly 
from worship to setting up the festival for our community, and we will 
need several hands on deck to make it happen.
 Above all, though, we hope that you will simply come.  This event 
is not about free food and fun games.  This event is ultimately about an 
opportunity to reach out to our whole community, rich and poor, black 
and white, Christian and not, with the love and life of Christ.  It is about 
building relationships with folks out in our yard and on the street that we 
otherwise would not have the opportunity to meet because they are too 
uncomfortable with the idea of church to step inside our doors right now.  
And it is about showing the community the loving and welcoming place 
that we are instead of leaving them to guess about what kind of church we 
might be.  We hope you will be present to help us in this endeavor!

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING

Thank you to our First Baptist Church members, Bert Osborne, Bet-
sy Osborne, Landon Wyatt, Neda Haymore, Tom Duren and Nancy 

Lindsey, who helped out at God's Storehouse the week of October 17 – 
October 20.  Also, an ongoing thank you to all of the members who help 
out on a regular basis throughout the year.  First Baptist is well represented 
and volunteering your time is much appreciated.
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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A song that has been sticking with me as of late 
is an old Shaker hymn, “Simple Gifts.”  It is on 

one of Josiah’s lullaby albums, so I get to hear it often.  
The frequency of its repetition in our home, however, 
is not the reason it is sticking with me; I think it is 

speaking something my soul needs to hear.  The original 
lyrics read as follows:

'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free 
'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

 I think this song is sticking with me because, 
as a new father, it is hitting home just how precious 
simplicity and freedom truly are in our day and time.  
We have a thousand things to distract us from the gift 
of the moment and we have a thousand good things 
with which we can fill our schedules, not to mention 

the necessary responsibilities of work and home.  Even if you 
aren’t a new parent, I bet you can identify with that yearning for 
simplicity and freedom—the kind of light yoke, the kind of peace 
that passes understanding, the kind of comfort and care that Jesus 
has promised when we follow his will and his way.
 I also feel there is another reason this song is sticking with 
me, and that reason has to do with verses that were added to the 
hymn later:

'Tis the gift to have friends and a true friend to be,
'Tis the gift to think of others not to only think of "me",
And when we hear what others really think and really feel,
Then we'll all live together with a love that is real.

'Tis the gift to be loving, tis the best gift of all,
Like a quiet rain it blesses where it falls,
And with it we will truly believe
'Tis better to give than it is to receive.

 As a church, we have experienced a great deal of grief this 
year as we have said goodbye to so many friends and brothers 
and sisters-in-Christ.  During times of such loss and grief it is 
the simple things of love and friendship that mean the most.  
Hugs, visits, laughter, tears, shared meals, notes, sitting together 
in silence . . . these are the quiet rains that bless where they fall, 
watering the parched and dry ground of mourning hearts.
 That is the other reason I think this song has been sticking 
with me as of late, because I am thankful for all of the ways that 
you have faithfully cared for one another this year.  Thank you for 
sharing simple gifts that lead us to the place we ought to be, the 
place just right, deep in God’s valley of love and delight.

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

	  

	  

 j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • Cell Phone – 336.880.3576

Do you recall the story 
about the lilies from 

Jesus’ teachings that we refer 
to as the Sermon on the Mount?  Yes, that one.  
The one about how beautiful they are, how God 

provides that beauty and cares for them.  The point of 
the story that God will take care of us as well.  
 What if…..what if the setting of the story was not 
the lands of the middle east, but, instead the story 
was set in the Virginia mountains in the fall as the 
leaves are changing colors.  Perhaps that story would 
go something like this:

    Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink or what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing?  
Look over there at the birds—the small little 
sparrows, those bright red cardinals, those powerful 
hawks soaring in the air.  They are all so different, but 

all loved by God.  They don’t plant, or weed, or harvest the 
vegetables, and yet they eat.  Are you not more valuable than 
they?  And can worrying add even one second to your life?
 And look over there at the trees with their clothing of 
leaves.  They don’t make cloth or sew garments or even try 
to hit the sales at the store.  But look at them.  Each tree is 
uniquely clothed with beautiful greens and reds and yellows 
and golds.  Even Solomon in all his glory, or Joseph, in his 
coat of many colors, was not clothed as beautifully as these 
trees.  And these beautiful leaves—they are here today and 
gone tomorrow.  If God provides such beauty for the trees of 
the forest, will he not provide beauty for you?  
 Don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these other things will be given to 
you as well.  
 
The song writer put it this way, “His eye is on the sparrow 
and I know he watches me.”

Thanks be to God.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Sandy Turner has moved.

Her new address is:
14 Church Lane

Chatham, VA 24531



CHLIDREN SHARING
Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord.
Stand in His power, stand in His strength.
Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord.
Trust Him in everything.
 Through singing songs like this one, 
through scavenger hunts and Bible stories, 
through games and motions, the children 
participating in Wonderful Wednesdays are 
learning about being strong in the Lord and 
trusting him in all things.  They are even 
learning about the armor of God and how 
those ancient garments are relevant in 2016.     
 On Wednesday, November 16, the children will be sharing 
some of what they are learning with the larger church family.  
Make plans to be here for our traditional Thanksgiving supper 
at 5:30 and for this time of singing and sharing.  
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

FROM YOUR MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Once again our congregation has come forward in a 
big way for our annual October Food and Supplies 

collection for God’s Storehouse.  We don’t have any figures 
on how much was collected yet, but both barrels were filled 
to overflowing so I call that a success!  Thanks to all who 
participated!
 This month, we will again be preparing a brunch 
for the teachers and staff at Woodberry Hills Elementary 
School during American Education Week.  We have chosen 
Tuesday, November 15th as our date, so if you’d like to buy 
or make something for the brunch, or help us set it up or 
clean up afterwards, you can call me at 799-3560 and leave 
a message if I’m not home, or look for the sign-up sheets 
that will circulate on one or two Wednesday nights before 
the event.
 We will also be doing another Angel Tree to provide 
Christmas gifts for some of the Woodberry children.  So 
be looking for that information to come out soon.  And 
we are once again participating in the Malcolm Huckabee 
Backpack Program that provides bags of food for 
underprivileged children at Woodberry each weekend.  
Since far fewer children/families chose to participate in the 
program this year, we are only packing 20 bags this year.  
That number may increase at some point as more children 
join the program, but even if we gain a few children, we will 
still be filling less than half the number of bags we did last 
year.  The children from the Madeline Center, which rents 
space in our building, are again keeping up with the food 
inventory that we get from God’s Storehouse and setting the 
right amount of food out for us to pack each week, making 
our job a lot easier on Wednesday night before dinner.  
Many thanks to them for all their help and to all who pack, 
pick up, and deliver these bags for the children.

Kathy Davis
Missions Committee Chair Dear Members of First Baptist Church,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting 
our students.  It is often difficult for students to focus on success 
when they are lacking essential supplies.  It is our mission to provide 
a quality education to our students that affords them a pathway to 
success as the future of our community.

We assure you that the materials you have provided will be utilized to 
support all of our children and teachers as we endeavor to make this 
our most successful year!

Sincerely,
Kimberly K. Agnor
Principal of  Woodberry Hills Elementary School 

Thomas Takacs
Assistant Principal of Woodberry Hills Elementary School

THANK YOU

STAFF ANNIVERSARY
On November 21,  Sherman Ransom will mark his 16th an-
niversary of service at First Baptist Church.  He has been a 
faithful servant of our congregation in so many ways!  Please 
extend congratulations and a word of appreciation to Sher-
man for his fine work among us.  

SISTER CHICKS

Happy Holidays!!!  Its' getting close 
to Christmas and to get us into the 

Holiday spirit, Sister Chicks is planning a 
secret Christmas project!!  On Sunday, 

November 13th at 5:30, we will all meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at First Baptist Church for 

food, fellowship and fun.  Wear your favorite 
Christmas sweater, your comfy elf slippers and 

come with bells on for Pizza and good cheer!!  
Look forward to seeing you there.  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!!!
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

November 6   Mollie Duren & Robert Dorr
November 13  Eva Inlow  
November 20  Sharon Eldridge Bohannon  
November 27  Sherry Turner & Hannah Vipperman 

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

November 6
The sanctuary flowers are given in memory of the 
saints who were faithful members of First Baptist 
Church.

November 13
The flowers in the sanctuary are given in honor of the 
73rd wedding anniversary of James and Mabel Lewis 
by their children: Patsy Barr, Nancy Lindsey, Keith 
Lewis and Charles Lewis. 

November 20
The Harvest Table is prepared in thanks to God for his 
bountiful blessings by the Flower Committee.

November 23
The sanctuary flowers are given by Dot Adams in 
appreciation of those who attend and support First 
Baptist Church regularly.

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Mollie Duren, John & Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
 Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:   Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, Jim Livingston,  
 Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
November 6  Covenant Class
November 13 Friendship Class  
November 20 New Beginnings Class 
November 27 Zimmerman Class

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————

November 2
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Karen Harris
Serve/Clean: Leadership 

Council

November 9
Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Eva Inlow

Serve/Clean: Deacons & New 
Beginnings Class

November 16
Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Karen Harris

Serve/Clean: Hospitality Committee 

November 23
No Evening Activities

November 30
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Carolyn Stinson
Serve/Clean: Faith in Action Class

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: NOVEMBER
Beau Carter  (Home) 434.724.1909 (Cell) 434.770.8010
Elizabeth Compton  (Home) 434.799.0865 (Cell) 434.228.3350
Karen Harris  (Home) 434.792.1792 (Cell) 434.489.4046
Ray Robinson  (Home) 434.685.3778 (Cell) 434.250.9015

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

On the first Tuesday, November 1, and the third 
Tuesday, November 15, the men of the church 

are invited to a Bible study and prayer time held in the 
parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may bring your own breakfast 
or order a biscuit from Biscuitville through the 
church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are 
provided.  John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  
Join us before going to your other activities of the day 
to pray for our church, our members, our city, and our 
country.  Mark your calendar for MPB on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesday each month.
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Tuesday, November 1
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Sunday, November 6
12:30-4:00 p.m. .......................Harvest Fest at FBC

Tuesday, November 8
7:00 p.m. ..................................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..................................Deacons’ Meeting

Sunday, November 13
3:00 p.m. ..................................Loyal Baptist Church Anniversary     
                                                   Service (with John Carroll                                                          
                                                   preaching)
5:30 p.m. ..................................Sister Chicks – at FBC   
                                                   (in Fellowship Hall)
Monday, November 14
12:00 p.m. ................................Spire Information Due
                                                  (for the month of December)
Tuesday, November 15
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast
8:30 a.m. ...................................Woodberry Hill’s Elementary   
                                                   Teacher’s Brunch 
                                                  (Meeting at FBC at 8:30 a.m.)
Thursday, November 17
2:30 p.m. ..................................Staff Meeting

Sunday, November 20
11:45 a.m. ................................. Stewardship Committee Meeting

Monday, November 21
7:00 p.m. ..................................Community Thanksgiving Service
                                                  (at St. Lukes UMC)
Tuesday, November 22
5:30 p.m. ..................................FBC Connect Team Meeting

Wednesday, November 23 ..Church Office Closed
                                                   No Evening Activities

Thursday, November 24 .....Church Office Closed
                                                   Happy Thanksgiving

Friday, November 25 ...........Church Office Closed

Sunday, November 27
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 5:30 p.m.  ............................. Handbells
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
 4:15-5:30 p.m. ..................... Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. ..................... Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. ..................... Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. ..................... Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. .............................. Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. ..................... Church Choir
Children’s Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. .............................. Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. .............................. Music Time/Faith Builders


