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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, October 17.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The November 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Tuesday, October 25.

OctOber 2, 2016
Luke 13:10-17; Hebrews 12:18-29

Come to Me by Berry
—

OctOber 9, 2016
Luke 14:1, 7-14; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

You Do As Unto Me by Dosso
—

OctOber 16, 2016
Stewardship Testimonies

Take My Gifts and Let Me Love You by Butler
—

OctOber 23, 2016
Joel 2:23-32; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Through the Eyes of Faith by Courtney
—

OctOber 30, 2016
 Amy Russell, Guest Pastor

Give Us This Day by Choplin

It’s time again for our annual food drive for God’s Storehouse.  With 
an every-increasing number of people turning to them for help, our 
food drive is more important than ever.  We are once again giving you 

suggested guidelines for what to bring each week, in hopes that whenever 
you get to the grocery store, you’ll pick up a few extra things from our list.  
If we each contributed two or three items a week, what a great variety and 
volume we would collect to help even more people.
 This year, we’ve been asked to put items on the list that can be used 
in the Backpacking program.  These can be bought in bulk at Sam’s Club.

Here are the suggestions:

Week of October 2 - 8

Canned fruits & vegetables, baby formula, Kleenex, deodorant
For Backpacks: cases of fruits and veggies in individual cups

Week of October 9 – 15

Soup, Hamburger Helper, pasta, toilet paper, shampoo, cleaning products
For Backpacks: cases of Mac & Cheese in individual cups and fruit snacks

Week of October 16 – 22

Cereal, canned meat, crackers, dish detergent, razors, shaving cream
For Backpacks: case of single-serving cereals, Lance peanut butter crackers

Week of October 23 – 29

Peanut Butter, rice, dried beans, soap, laundry detergent, diapers (sizes 4&5)
For Backpacks: cases of popcorn, Cheez-its, pudding, granola bars

Week of October 30 – November 5

Holiday dinner items: canned yams, cranberry sauce, stuffing, 
instant mashed potatoes, pie crusts and fillings
For Backpacks: cases of applesauce in individual cups, juice boxes, 
Beanie Weenies, single serve oatmeal packs, animal crackers

As always, thanks for the many ways you show God’s love in our community.

Kathy Davis, Chair      

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

FROM YOUR MISSIONS COMMITTEE

GOD’S STOREHOUSE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

First Baptist Church is scheduled to volunteer at God’s Storehouse the 
week of October 17th – October 20th.  Please call Mollie Duren at 

685.1408 if you are available to work that week.
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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Casey was sick this past weekend, and I was very 
tired.  I wouldn’t say we were sick and tired, but 

we were sick and tired.  So on Saturday afternoon, 
when I probably should have been doing something 
a little more constructive with Josiah—like reading a 

book, exercising his back and legs, etc.—I just sat him in 
my lap and watched much of the Tennessee vs. Florida 
game.  By half-time I was convinced that Tennessee 
had already lost it.  Not only was Florida up 21-3, but 
Tennessee didn’t seem to have any fire. In great NCAA 
football fashion, though, Tennessee proved me wrong 
and came back with a vengeance, completely flipping 
the script and winning 38 -28.
 That switch in the game reminded me of a maxim 
often touted by Alabama Coach Nick Saban, “Play all 60 
minutes of the game.”  That isn’t the exact quote, but it 
is Saban’s way of saying don’t give into the temptation 
that the first 15, 30, or even 55 minutes of the game have 
to define the entirety of the game.  If you play faithfully, 

there is always a chance to flip the script, to change your role in 
the game, and to alter the outcome.  We’ve all experience enough 
heartbreak and enough jubilation when a game turned in the final 
minutes to know that things can always change in college football.
 But I wonder if we realize that the same maxim can be applied 
to life.  I fear too many of us allow the first quarter or half of life 
to define the entirety of it instead of playing all the way through.  
Yes, the early years of our lives are incredibly formational to our 
identity and being in the world, but they are not so forged in stone 
so as to be implacable and unchangeable.  If we keep playing, if we 
keep showing up, if we keep doing our part we can shift the game.  
Or, even on a smaller scale, something happens on Monday and 
we surrender the entirety of our week as a loss instead of seeing if 
we can flip the script, change our role, and alter the outcome by 
playing as if the game isn’t over—because it isn’t if we are still on 
the field.
 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will 
reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up.  –Galatians 6:9.

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

	  

	  

 j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • Cell Phone – 336.880.3576

I had one job.  Just one.  And 
not a big one.  Not hard.  

Five minutes.  One job.  And 
I blew it!!  Messed it up!  One little job!
 Of course, it couldn’t be one of those things 

that nobody notices.  It was out there, in front of God 
and everybody!
 Funny, it isn’t that God sees that bothers me.  I am 
confident, a confidence born through experience, 
that He will forgive and not hold it against me.   I am 
loved and valued by my God, no matter how many 
times I mess things up.
 It is that everybody else part that gets to me.  People 
trusted me to do this one thing and I let them down.  
Now where do I stand with them?  Will they ever 
trust me to take care of even a little job?  Can they?  
Should they?
 I haven’t asked for forgiveness yet, but I will.  I trust 
that there is enough of God’s grace flowing through 

others that there will be grace enough for me as well.
 That should cover it.  But it doesn’t.  My mistake was 
out there in front of God and everybody, but most of all it 
was out there in front of ME.  I’m sure of God’s forgiveness.  
I’m pretty sure of forgiveness from others.  The hard part is 
forgiving myself.
 
 It reminds me of a song written by Pepper Choplin.
 
 We come to confess, then You forgive and bless 
 And leave our spirits clean and white as snow.
 Though mistakes are in the past, we hold them in our   
 grasp.
 And guilty memories remain, Guilty voices stirring all  
 the pain.
 Forgive us, Lord.  Forgive us, Lord.
 Lord, help us forgive ourselves. 

 Lord, grant me the grace to ask forgiveness from you 
and others.  Lord, grant me the grace to forgive myself.   
Amen.

STAFF ANNIVERSARY
Susan Compton joined the staff at First Baptist Church on 
October 15, 2003.  This year marks her 13th year of working 
on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings in the church 
nursery.  If you see Susan, please congratulate her and thank 
her for the care and dedication that she demonstrates with the 
children of our church.
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

Questions and Comments from Members of Both Congregations
Questions from Church Members with Responses from the Discernment Fellowship

--Will we sell this church building?
 We recognize that this question is one that is at the forefront of many people’s minds; however, we are not yet at the place 

where we can or should decide the answer to this question.  We are still focusing on what we can do together to further God’s 
mission and to fellowship together.  If we are led to the place where both churches feel we need to head towards an official 
merger, then this question will be addressed at that time.  So, while we cannot give a definitive answer to this question at this 
time, what we can say is that if we arrive at the point of needing to address it, we will be guided by what has guided us this 
far, namely, how best can we further God’s mission.

--Who will be the pastor?
 This question also pertains to the decisions that will need to be made if we are led toward an official decision to merge.  

However, leaders from both congregations feel it would be best to have Pastor Carroll continue as the pastor were we to 
move in that direction.

--How will other staff members at both churches be affected?
 As with the questions above, we are not yet at the place where we can or should decide the answer to these questions.  It 

is only if we are led to a place where we become one congregation that we will be able to see the collective needs and the 
particular calling of the joint congregation clearly enough to make this and other decisions like it wisely and with care for the 
well-being of those involved.

 
--When will the group share its findings with the church?
 We are trying to keep both churches up-to-date with what we are discussing and discovering through bi-monthly letters.  We are 

seeking to prayerfully discern God’s movement as we walk through the process, so we have not set a hard and fast date for when 
we will have a definitive recommendation or finding.  However, we do recognize that we cannot walk the process indefinitely; 
therefore, we have set our January 2017 meeting aside as a time for our discernment fellowship to discuss if we are yet at a place to 
offering any recommendations to our congregations.

--What are the comparisons and similarities of worship style, organizational structure, budgets and donors support, etc.?
 As we have discussed all of these matters, we have found that our congregations are quite compatible.  From hymns in 

worship to congregational polity to healthy levels of stewardship, we have found that there is far more alike than different 
between our churches.

--What are the feelings and thoughts of the group about church name or name change?
 As a group we have not yet discussed this question because it pertains more to the decisions that would need to be made if 

we are led toward an official decision to merge.  

--Has the group considered the thoughts and feelings of the silent majority of each congregation?  
 I have heard that the merger idea is not an easily accepted concept for some at College Park, and I have a feeling that there 

are many at FBC that may not be agreeable, also.
 The group is greatly concerned with hearing all members’ voices.  That desire was the main impetus behind our inviting 

members to let us know of their questions and comments.  We would encourage members of both congregations to continue 
to let us know their questions and comments by either submitting them in the box or by talking with one of the leaders on 
the discernment fellowship.  It is only by hearing from each of you that we can ultimately know what the silent majority is 
feeling, be that apprehension or anticipation.

continued on back
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Comments and Suggestions from Church Members without Responses from the Discernment Fellowship

 • Thank you for the time and effort I know you have put into this study, and I appreciate the invitation to express my   
 thoughts.

  o The larger congregation could have a greater impact on the work done in the community as there is strength in number  
  in any effort.

  o I believe the committees can be more effective if there are more candidates for each committee.  I feel a large number of  
  members are agreeing to serve on more committees than desirable simply to "fill the slots."

  o The joint events have shown a warm cohesiveness and congeniality.
  o In case of a complete merger and from a businessman's perspective, I see twice the number of members doing the work  

  at no increase in overhead.
  o I am reminded of an old expression, "A marriage made in heaven."  I said that at the meeting last November when John  

  first talked about it and am more firmly convinced now.

 • First Baptist and College Park could become the hub of education for our faith community.
  o The study on Islam will lead the way.
  o Other training opportunities might include
   • the role of the father in the lives of his children
   • understanding grief
   • developing a grateful heart
   • we even did a weight loss training based on a Bible study
   • Host travel experiences related to our faith
  o Beth Ann Moore will hold “You Lead” in the Centerville/Fairfax Area on March 2-3, 2017.  Our churches could 
   promote, get a bus, and host the trip
  o Other events

 • All of these events and studies would be open to our region—we would publicize and manage the registration.  Most of the  
 trips and events would have a cost.

 • Feature Christian authors and speakers
  o Host a book read on a topic and bring the author to the region
  o Invite well known speakers to fill pulpit on a Sunday morning

CHOIR RETREAT

This Christmas, our Church Choir is partnering with the choir from College Park Baptist to present 
“Darkness into Light”.  Not only are we partnering with College Park, but we would also like to partner 
with others who would like to sing Christmas music but aren’t able to join the choir on a regular basis.

 The preparation begins with a joint retreat the first weekend in October.  We will begin on Friday night, 
October 7, at 6:30 at the Zimmerman home (152 Sutherlin Avenue) with a covered dish dinner and 
capturing the Christmas spirit.  Saturday morning, beginning at 9:30 in the FBC choir room, will be 

filled with the sounds of Christmas as the two Church Choirs and other friends begin learning our 
new cantata.  
 All are welcome and invited!  Please see any choir member or Angela for more information.  
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

All About Kids 
Facilities	  Update:	  	  We	  are	  well	  on	  our	  way	  to	  having	  the	  funds	  needed	  to	  update	  and	  upgrade	  the	  
church	  facilities	  that	  our	  children	  use.	  	  As	  of	  May	  19,	  we	  have	  received	  $8,668.00	  in	  offerings	  from	  
our	  congregation.	  	  These	  offerings	  have	  been	  matched	  with	  $17,336.00	  from	  the	  Memorial	  Fund	  of	  
the	  church,	  giving	  us	  a	  total	  of	  $26,004.00.	  	  We	  are	  well	  on	  our	  way	  to	  our	  goal	  of	  $37,993.	  	  Have	  
you	  given	  yet?	  	  Each	  dollar	  used	  in	  our	  ministry	  to	  children	  is	  an	  investment	  in	  the	  future	  of	  God’s	  
kingdom	  on	  earth.	  	  	  

HONOR AND THANKS  
This year the boy scouts had to make the hard decision to close BSA Troop 354, which had been one of the longest standing boy scout 
troops in Virginia.  Much of the success of Troop 354 can be traced back to one man, Max Lassiter.  This article is in honor and in thanks 
for Max’s service to the Boy Scouts of America, to our church, and to the glory of God.

 Dr. Max E. Lassiter is a hero!  He may not be an Alvin York or an Audie Murphy or even an Archie Gammon, but he is a hero 
nonetheless.  How does one define a hero?  Well, consider...
 We won't linger over his parachute jumping during wartime as a member of the 82nd Airborne, but just start with his setting 
up a pediatric practice with a man destined to be a friend until his death--fellow member of First Baptist Church, Dr. Jeff Beale.

 Caring for the city's children was a full-time job, but Max also reached out 
even further--to the young men of Danville.  First Baptist Church did not at that 
time sponsor a Boy Scout Troop, so Troop Number 354 was soon established, 
and Max Lassiter was the Scout Leader.  That was over sixty years ago.   Eventu-
ally the inevitable passage of years forced his reluctant retirement, but not until 
after over 2,700 weekly meetings, 60 weeks of summer camps, and 600 monthly 
camping trips or outings.  A Sunday morning worship service was a part of each 
campout with Troop 354.  All four of his sons became scouts as soon as their age 
permitted, and all became Eagle Scouts, the highest rank a scout can attain.  In 
fact, over three dozen young men of Troop 354 became Eagle Scouts.  That's a 
very high percentage, and their names were stenciled on the troop trailer.  Few 
reach that rank, and Max had well over a thousand young men under his influ-
ence during his active years.
 His influence did not go unnoticed.  In 1975, Max received the Award 
of Merit, the highest adult honor that can be awarded in the local Dan River 
District.  In 1981, he received The Silver Beaver, the highest adult honor that can 
be awarded by the Blue Ridge Mountains Council.  This award is considered so 
distinguished that the local troop hired a special limousine to take Max to Roa-
noke for the presentation. These are both nationally recognized awards.
 Then in 2004, Troop 354 itself awarded Max a certificate of congratula-
tion of (then) 42 years of service and of having the Eagle class of that year named 
in his honor. [see picture]
 Our own church has presented Max with the Good Shepherd Award, cer-
tified by the national Baptist organization, and recognizes exceptional Scouting 
leaders who have witnessed to their faith through Scouting.
 His influence has also been felt through his long membership in Kiwanis, 
whose primary objective is helping the children of the world.
 A member of another church summed up Max pretty well when he ob-
served, "Max's life of service has been a living testimony to the love and power 
of Jesus Christ."
 Max won’t like it, but I will just have to say it again, Dr. Max Lassiter is a hero! 

“Everyone is a reader…some just haven’t found their favorite book yet.”
 What is your favorite book?  What was your favorite childhood book?  We want to help all children find 
their favorite books and become readers.  To assist in that process, the Children’s Committee would like to give 
each child who attends the Fall Festival a book or two of their very own.  We will also be introducing these 
children to our church and encouraging them to take advantage of our Rabbit Hole Study Time where reading 
and homework assistance is available.  
 We need YOUR help.  We need books!  Bring new or very gently used children’s books to the book table in 
the gathering space outside the sanctuary.  If you would prefer that one of the committee members purchase the 
books, you can designate your check for “Books” and give it a member of the children’s committee or turn it in 
to the office and we will be glad to make that purchase.  Questions?  Ask a member of the children’s committee 
or Angela.



SISTER CHICKS
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne 

of God?  Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; gather with the saints at the river that flows by 
the throne of God.  On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, we will talk and worship ever, all the happy 
golden day. - Robert Lowery

Sister Chicks will truly gather at the river, not the crystal river but the muddy Dan!  On the margins of the river, 
we will talk and worship all the happy golden day! We will meet in the lower parking lot at Dan Daniel Park 

below the Braves ballpark to walk over to the river.  It’s BYOB-bring your own bag dinner…PBJ, Happy Meal, 
KFC, your choice!  We will fellowship and Eva will bring us a short time of reflection.  We will gather at the river at 

5:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 9th.  Notice the new time!  If you feel like a Sister Chick, you ARE a Sister Chick. 
Come join us and bring a friend!

Sharing the Love & Life of Christ
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Thank You
First Baptist,
Thank you so much for the many desserts and baskets you donated.  
There were all appreciated.  The candy basket in particular was 
spectacular.
Third Chance Ministries

First Baptist Family,
Thank you for the wonderful lunch that you provided for our family 
during this difficult time. We are blessed to have such good friends 
and we are sincerely grateful for all that you have done.
Love,
The Cook Family

ll VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS

Please join us on October 2, 2016, at 9:30 a.m. in the church 
parlor for a Conversation About First Baptist Church.  

We will talk about the mission of First Baptist, the roles of 
the Leadership Council and the Deacons, as well as other op-
portunities for involvement at the church.
A light continental breakfast will be served. We hope you will 
join us as we share information about our church.

Engaging Visitors Deacon Team
   Cheryl Bryant
   Elizabeth (Boo) Compton
   Karen Harris

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

On the first Tuesday, October 4, and the third Tuesday, 
October 18, the men of the church are invited to a Bible 

study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may 
bring your own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville through 
the church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are provided.  
John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us before going to 
your other activities of the day to pray for our church, our members, 
our city, and our country.  Mark your calendar for MPB on the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesday each month.

SCHEDULE CHANGE

The Personnel Sub-Committee of the Administrative 
Committee has approved a change in the schedule for 

John Carroll.  On Tuesdays and Wednesdays when it is gen-
erally necessary for him to be at church meetings late in the 
evenings, we have recommended that he start his workday 
shortly after noon.  We think this will give a good balance for 
John’s weekly work days and still allow him to be available 
when needed for his many duties.  

Betty Bruce Lind, Chair
Landon Wyatt, Jr.
Mort Crumley

 Instead of on bicycles, our children are going in the van to Winston-Salem to learn about 
and experience missions.  The van, full of children, will leave the church’s parking lot at 8:15 and 
return around 4:30 on Saturday, November 5.  Our adventures will include recreation, worship 
and MISSIONS designed especially for first through fifth graders.  We will also enjoy lunch with 
new friends and mission partners.  There is no charge for the day, but reservations are required 
by Wednesday, October 19.  For more information or to let us know you are coming, contact 
Angela at a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com or 793-8331.
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October 2 Laura & Steve Daniel
October 9 Sandy Turner
October 16 Jane Gilbert
October 23 Pam Harris
October 30 George Davis, III

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

October 2
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in honor of First Baptist Church’s choir 
who continually enlivens our worship service with 
beautiful and inspirational music.

October 9
The flowers in the sanctuary are in loving memory 
of Tom Warren.  One year ago today, angels escorted 
him home to be with his Lord and Savior.  Our lives 
have forever changed. 
- Sandra, Tommy and Debbie, Greg, Todd and Kerri, 
Sophia and Mikayla

October 16
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in honor of all the volunteers who work with the 
children of our church.

October 23
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in memory of Katherine Grumbles by her family.

October 30
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Linda Cox whose birthday is 
October 30, by Carlton Cox and family.

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e

First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Ray Garassino, Tom Millner, Sherry Turner 
Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore
Fifth Sunday:   Jimmy Flippen, Neda Haymore, Jim Livingston,  
 Sherry Turner

     ——————————————

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
October 2  Friendship Class
October 9  New Beginnings Class
October 16 Zimmerman Class
October 23 Faith in Action Class
October 30 Roundtable Class

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————
October 5

Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Carolyn Stinson

Serve/Clean: New Beginnings 
Class & the Deacons

October 12
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Sandy Turner
Serve/Clean: Faith in Action 

Class

October 19
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Betty Flippen
Serve/Clean: Covenant & Roundtable 

Class

October 26
Cook: Dot Walker

Host: Jimmy Flippen
Serve/Clean: Friendship Class

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: OCTOBER
Mollie Duren (Home) 434.685.1408  (Cell) 434.489.5413
Pam Harris (Home) 434.822.5253
Sandra Turner   (Cell) 434.251.9734
Steve Zimmerman   (Cell) 336.212.3213
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Ministers Contact Information
John Carroll •  j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • (336) 880.3576 

Angela Zimmerman •  a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com • (336) 212.3213

Sunday, October 2
11:45 a.m. ................................. Camino Lunch

Monday, October 3
4:30 p.m. .................................. Homebound Visitation 
                                                    Committee Meeting

Tuesday, October 4
7:30 a.m. ................................... Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Friday, October 7
6:30 p.m. .................................. Choir Retreat
                                                   (at the Zimmerman's house)

Saturday, October 8
9:30 a.m. ................................... Choir Retreat (at FBC)

Sunday, October 9
4:00 p.m. .................................. Camino at Target Starbucks
5:00 p.m. .................................. Sister Chicks will  “Gather at the  
                                                    River”(Meet in the lower park lot   
                                                    at Dan Daniel Park below the    
                                                    Danville Braves ballpark)

Wednesday, October 11
7:00 p.m. .................................. Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. .................................. Deacons’ Meeting

Monday, October 17
12:00 p.m. ................................ Spire Information Due
                                                   (for the month of November)

Tuesday, October 18
7:30 a.m. ................................... Men’s Prayer Breakfast
2:30 p.m. .................................. Staff Meeting

Wednesday, October 19
6:15 p.m. .................................. Quarterly Church 
                                                     Business Meeting
Sunday, October 23
4:00 p.m. .................................. Camino at Target Starbucks

Tuesday, October 25
5:30 p.m. .................................. FBC Connect Team Meeting

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 8:00-8:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  

Mondays
 5:30 p.m.  ............................. Handbells
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
 4:15-5:30 p.m. ..................... Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. ..................... Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. ..................... Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. ..................... Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. .............................. Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. ..................... Church Choir
Children’s Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. .............................. Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. .............................. Music Time/Faith Builders


