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Spire Schedule
Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, September 19.  You may drop it off at the 
office or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The 
October edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be 
mailed on Tuesday, September 27.

September 4, 2016
Psalm 96; Psalm 24

Ascribe to the Lord by Metzg
—

September 11, 2016
Psalm 123; Psalm 124

I Lift My Eyes Unto the Hills by Hallquist
—

September 18, 2016
Luke 12:32-40; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

By Faith arr. Larson
—

September 25, 2016
Luke 12:49-56; Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Come to Me by Berry

First Baptist and College Park Baptist are partnering together to 
help make an important event happen in our community.  For the 
second year in a row, church and other community organizations 

are coming together to create an important opportunity for police and 
community members to strengthen communication and relationships of 
trust.  This is a vital need in our community as our nation continues to see 
rising tensions between police and communities.  The event will be held, 
Saturday, September 10th from 2:00 – 6:00 pm.
 We need 10 volunteers from FBC to join with volunteers from CPBC 
to help serve food during the event.  Five will serve from 1:30pm to 2:15pm 
and five will serve from 2:15pm to 3:00pm.  While such a role will be 
simple, it is not small.  Jesus changed so many people’s lives by gathering 
around tables of food with all kinds of people.  We have the opportunity 
through our presence and service at this event to continue Jesus’ ministry 
of reconciliation, which he has entrusted to us as his church.  Please 
contact Karen Harris if you are interested in serving in this role. 

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY:  
THE SECOND COMMUNITY AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT PARTNERSHIP DAY

Come Support Third Chance Ministries
A Danville non-profit to enable ministry to the poor, homeless and near homeless

Dessert Tasting and Gift Basket 
Raffle Fundraiser

Tickets: $10 (includes coffee and dessert tasting)

Friday, September 9
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
937 Main Street, Danville, VA

For tickets:
Ascension Lutheran, 314 W. Main St., 792-5795

First Baptist Church, 871 Main St, 793-8331
First Presbyterian, 937 Main St. 792-7822

Moffett Memorial, 1026 N. Main St., 793-1722
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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This past Thursday night I met a group of ministers 
and community leaders in the parking lot of our 

church at 10:00 pm.  There were a total of six of us, 
and we were meeting to go for a walk down Pine and 
Jefferson Streets, across Stokes Street, and back via 
Holbrook and Main.

 Why were we doing this?  Because all of us were 
a part of a group that had the opportunity to meet Rev. 
Jeffrey Brown when he came to Danville.  Rev. Brown 
is the architect and catalyst of the Boston Miracle, a 
conglomeration of events and movements whereby youth 
violence was cut by 79% in Boston.  This miracle happened 
for a number of reasons, but it all started because Rev. 
Brown felt compelled to begin listening to those who 
were suffering and causing such violence in his city and 
empowering them to become agents of change.  He knew 
he could not accomplish this by holding a meeting; they 
would not come to where he was or where the other city 
leaders were.  He had to go to them.  Rev. Brown challenged 
us to do the same—to listen, to empower, to work 

alongside, to believe in those who no longer believe in themselves, 
and to see those that others see as problems as potential partners in 
the solution.
 Why were we doing this?  Because just two months ago, I 
preached a sermon naming for us that being welcoming is not 
enough; we have to go where others are instead of just waiting for 
them to come to us.  As Christians, we have a mandate from Jesus 
to go out into the world just as God sent him into the world.  I, 
along with the other pastors, could not preach that message without 
actually doing it ourselves.
 Why were we doing this?  Because as we rounded the corner 
from Jefferson to Stokes, we encountered a much darker street where 
more people were out and about.  While I knew in my head that 
folks were likely out on porches and in the street in order to escape 
the evening summer heat still lingering in their homes, I could still 
feel my body tense a little as we continued on.  As we tentatively 
greeted those who were out and about in the dim street light, we 
were welcomed with just as much tentativeness.  You could tell that 
there was a sense of unease for everyone, for those who lived there 
and for us strangers walking into their neighborhood.
 But then one of the young men blurted out, “Coach?!?”  He 
had recognized one of the leaders among us as a sports coach from 
a few years back in school.  As they greeted one another the tension 
quickly eased and turned cordial . . . and then it quickly turned 
serious.  The young man opened up with his old coach, for just a 
brief moment, to say he had messed up, gone the wrong path, and 
wanted to try to get back and finish school.  The coach gave him his 
number and promised to help in any way he could.
 Why were we doing this?  Because the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which promises release for the captive (that young man), sight for 
the blind (those of us walking that night), and eternal life for all who 
believe, compelled us to.

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

	  

	  

 j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • Cell Phone – 336.880.3576

I’m sitting here in the dark.  
It is about 10:00 on a 

random Tuesday evening.  I 
was just sitting here, minding my own business, 
relaxing after a long day at work.  And then—

dark.  And I mean really dark.  The power went out.  
As quiet as it is and as dark as it is, this power outage 
seems to be at least our whole neighborhood, maybe 
larger.
 I probably should take my flashlight (conveniently 
included as a part my cell phone) and go outside and 
see if I can figure out what is going on.  But I won’t.  
I think I will just sit here a little longer and enjoy 
the quiet darkness.  Not only has the power outage 
changed what I see to nothing, but it has changed 
what I hear.  I heard the train go by--it seemed louder 
and closer without the continuous dull roar of the 
air conditioners and ceiling fans.  The cars outside 
sound more distinct.  Even the dog’s nails clicking on 

the floor as she walks are more noticeable.
 In fact, the dog’s nails are beginning to sound annoying.  
It sure would be nice to pick up my book and read a chapter 
or two before going to bed.  It is beginning to get a little hot 
and stuffy in here without the air conditioner.  I really need 
to see a little better -- I can’t even find my water bottle and 
will probably stub my toe if I move from this chair.  This 
sitting in the dark isn’t such fun anymore.
 Tonight I sit in the dark because the power went out.  
How often have I chosen to sit in the dark?  How often have 
I chosen NOT to see the things in front of me? How often 
have I chosen not to see the things God is trying to show 
me?  How long will I continue to sit in the darkness of my 
own choices?
 Lord, open my eyes that I may see.  Open my ears 
that I may hear.  Open my heart that I may love.  Open my 
hands that I may give.  Lord, open my eyes; lead me out of 
darkness. 

STAFF ANNIVERSARY
On September 1, First Baptist Church will commemorate 
the second year of Angela Zimmerman’s service as our 
Minister of Music and Associate Pastor.  Angela has been 
a blessing to our church and to its music ministry.  Take a 
moment to let Angela know how much you appreciate her 
and her service to God and First Baptist. 
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

 North New Hope Baptist Church 
Missionary Anniversary

North New Hope Baptist Church has invited our pastor 
and choir to participate in their annual Missionary 

Anniversary on Sunday, September 11 at 3:00 pm, and 
they have invited our congregation to attend and worship 
alongside of them as well.  It should be a wonderful 
opportunity of worship and fellowship with brothers and 
sisters in Christ that we do not usually have the opportunity 
to connect with.  The church’s address is 123 Old Piney 
Forest Road, Danville, VA 24540.

WE MET OUR GOAL!!!   ALL $37,993!!!  All to update the church facilities most used 
by our preschoolers and children.  It will take several months to complete all of the 
projects, but be on the lookout for the wonderful new look and functionality of these 
spaces!!!

Youth Chaperones Needed!

We are exploring the possibility of taking our youth to a fall 
retreat on October 7th-9th.  However, before we see which 

of our kids can go, we need to make sure that we have chaperones 
who can go with them.  We need at least two chaperones, one male 
and one female.  There would be retreat leaders there to guide and 
lead the studies and worship services, so that would not be your role.  
Your role would be to watch over the youth on the trip, be present 
for and engaged with activities, and be a mentor to the youth as 
they continue to explore faith and study God’s word.  Please let John 
Carroll know if you are interested in serving in this capacity as soon 
as possible.

Partnering Together

Remember that we and College Park Baptist Church 
(CPBC) are inviting each other to fellowship and 

learning opportunities provided at each church that 
may not be available at the other.  There is, of course, no 
obligation to attend, but these expanded offerings give 
new opportunities for spiritual growth and cultivate new 
spaces in which we might fellowship and discern God’s 
movement together.  The good folks at CPBC are being 
invited to participate in our Wednesday Night Activities, 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, and Sister Chicks.  And we, at FBC, 
are being invited to participate in their Sunday evening 
services and Women’s Missionary Union (WMU).  Here is 
the information about those opportunities:

Sunday Evening Service
You are invited to worship Sunday evening at College Park 
from 5:00 to 5:45 pm (with the exception of September 
4th when we will be off for Labor Day weekend).  We sing 
hymns by request, have a time of prayer, and there is a short 
message.  Starting September 11 we will begin a series on 
the history and beliefs of Islam and how it relates to today’s 
events.  When you come, enter through the handicapped 
entrance on the back side of the church under the breezeway.

Women’s Missionary Union
The Polly Scott WMU meets at College Park the first 
Tuesday of each month at noon (September 6th this month).  
Bring your own lunch.  We have a variety of speakers and 
programs on mission activities of Virginia Baptists and the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, as well as speakers from 
other churches who share their experiences of sharing the 
Gospel.
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

SISTER CHICKS

Ladies, Sister Chicks are planning on 
meeting on Sunday September 11th, at 

5:30 at Jan Richardson’s home.  We will enjoy 
watching the movie "The Red Tent" and 
ordering pizza--what fun!!  Some have read 
the book so it shall be interesting to compare 
the book with the movie. Let's all join in the 
fun and invite a friend as well.  Look forward 
to seeing you there.

THIS BELL NEEDS YOU!

Ringing bells have been associated 
with churches for centuries.  The 

earliest were bells held in hand and rung 
to signal the beginning of worship.  Later 
the bells became larger and were mount-
ed in steeples so they could be heard 
greater distances.  Time and technology 
led to bells being tuned and able to play 
a melody.  The first tuned handbells were 
developed in the 1600s so that steeple 
bell ringers could practice quietly.
 Now it is time for our bells to begin 
ringing again.  Rehearsal times have 
changed in the hope that more ringers 
will be able to participate.  Rehearsals 
will begin on Monday, September 12, at 

5:30 and both skilled and novice ringers are invited.  The only 
prerequisite is that you be able to count to four and be willing 
to learn.  Questions?  Ask Angela!

WE NEED YOU!
God’s Storehouse Food Pantry is looking for volunteers for 

a variety of positions (both on-going and alternates): re-
ceptionist, updating customer information in our computers, as-
sembling food boxes to distribute to our customers, and drivers 
for pick-ups (hours vary). Hours for volunteers:  Monday thru 
Wednesday 9:15am - 2:30pm, Thursday 12:45pm – 5:00pm or 2-3 
hours during these times. If you are interested in volunteering 
with God’s Storehouse please contact Karen Harris at Karen@
godsstorehouse.org or call (434) 793-3663.

God’s Storehouse
750 Memorial Dr.
Danville, VA 24541

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/godsstorehousedanville

The Church Choir invites you to add your voice to ours in 
praise and worship of God.  You don’t have to have a great 

solo voice or be able to read music.  We have rehearsals to work 
on those things. You just need a willing spirit and a desire to use 
your vocal gifts in God’s service.  Join us Wednesday at 7:15 in 
the Choir Room!  Questions?  Ask any choir member or Angela.

Christmas?  Already?  Christmas music prepara-
tions begin with a re- treat the first full week-

end in October.  We will begin with dinner and 
capturing the Christmas spirit on Friday night, 
October 7.  Saturday morning will be 
filled with the sounds of Christmas as the 
Church Choir and friends begin 
learning our new can- tata.  Everyone 
is welcome.   Please ask Angela or any choir 
member if you have questions.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

On the first Tuesday, , September 6, and the third Tuesday, 
September 20, the men of the church are invited to a Bible 

study and prayer time held in the parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may 
bring your own breakfast or order a biscuit from Biscuitville 
through the church office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are 
provided.  John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us 
before going to your other activities of the day to pray for our 
church, our members, our city, and our country.  Mark your 
calendar for MPB on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month.
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September 4  Mollie Duren
September 11  Eva Inlow
September 18  Jessica Hearne
September 25  Heather and Hannah Vipperman
 
 

S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  M i n i s t r i e sSANCTUARY FLOWERS

September 4
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God in 
honor of the Friendship Class.

September 11
The ancient art of Bonsai is only one of many facets of 
God’s creations.  This tree, from the collection of Betty 
Flippen, reminds us of our spiritual connection with 
nature.  

September 18
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God 
and to honor the marriage of Cynthia Stinson and in 
remembrance of Randy Stinson.

NOTE: If you're interested in putting flowers in the sanctuary 
for a Sunday in the upcoming month, October 23 and 
October 30 are still available.  Please contact Janice Gilstrap 
at 792-7143 for more information.

T h e  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  S c h e d u l e
First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, John Mason, Tom Millner,   
 Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Mollie Duren, John/Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, 
 Neda Haymore, Sherry Turner
Fifth Sunday:   Jane and Ed Pratt, Jim Livingston 

     ——————————————

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
September 4 Zimmerman Class
September 11 Faith in Action Class
September 18 Roundtable Class
September 25 Covenant Class

Mollie Duren (Home) 434.685.1408  (Cell) 434.489.5413
Pam Harris (Home) 434.822.5253
Sandra Turner   (Cell) 434.251.9734
Steve Zimmerman   (Cell) 336.212.3213

DEACON ON-CALL LIST: SEPTEMBER

From Your Missions Committee

Thanks to all who contributed to our July school 
supply collection for Woodberry Hills Elementary 

School!  We delivered two large barrels full of book bags, 
notebooks, tissues, antibacterial wipes, paper, pencils, 
glue sticks, and a whole lot more, and the staff was most 
appreciative!  I’m sure the children who receive these 
supplies will be too!
         October is the month for our God’s Storehouse col-
lection, so be on the lookout for lists of items you can 
bring to help that great organization and the people it 
serves.    And speaking of God’s Storehouse, we will once 
again be serving as a packing station for the Malcolm 
Huckabee Backpack Program.  Through the program, we 
pack bags of nutritious food to go home each Friday with 
children whose families have trouble providing enough 
food on the weekends.   If you’d like to help, just come to 
Wednesday night suppers at 5:00 pm and we’ll show you 
what to do.  The program is expected to begin either the 
last Wednesday in September or the first one in Octo-
ber. It’s an easy and fun way to work together to help our 
community and it only takes about half an hour or less.  
Hope you’ll join us!

Kathy Davis, Chair

From the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee needs two individuals to serve on the 
Flower Committee for 2017. One of these would volunteer to be 

chairman. If you are interested, please contact Tom Harris (tchfbc@
gmail.com or 822-5253).

————— W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r —————
September 7

Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Betty Flippen

Serve/Clean: Faith in Action 
Class

September 14
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Karen Harris
Serve/Clean: Covenant and 

Roundtable Classes

September 21
Cook: Dot Walker
Hostess: Eva Inlow 

Serve/Clean: Friendship Class

September 28
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Doug Stone

Serve/Clean: Zimmerman Class & 
Leadership Council



First Events
Non-profit  

Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Danville, VA 24541 
PERMIT NO. 78 

871 Main Street 
Danville, VA 24541 

Return Service Requested

Ministers Contact Information
John Carroll •  j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • (336) 880.3576 

Angela Zimmerman •  a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com • (336) 212.3213

Sunday, September 4
11:45 a.m. .................................Camino Lunch

Monday, September 5 ..........Labor Day               
                                                   Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 6
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Thursday, September 8
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. .............Provide Lunch for Averett                                                        
                                                   Christian Student Fellowship
7:00 p.m. ..................................Preschool/Children’s 
                                                   Committee Meeting at the                                                       
                                                   Zimmerman home
Friday, September 9
6:30-8:00 p.m. ..........................Third Chance Ministries Dessert
                                                   Tasting and Raffle (at First                                                    
                                                   Presbyterian Church)
Saturday, September 10
2:00-6:00 p.m. ..........................Community and Law         
                                                   Enforcement Partnership Day 
                                                   at Bibleway Cathedral
Sunday, September 11
3:00 p.m. ..................................North New Hope Baptist Church  
                                                   Missionary Anniversary Service
5:30 p.m. ..................................Sister Chicks at 
                                                   Jan Richardson’s home
Monday, September 12
5:30 p.m. ..................................Handbells
7:00 p.m. ..................................Community Empowerment  
                                                   Team Meeting
Wednesday, September 13
7:00 p.m. ..................................Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ..................................Deacons’ Meeting
          
Monday, September 19
12:00 p.m. ................................Spire Information Due
                                                  (for the month of October)
5:30 p.m. ..................................Handbells

Tuesday, September 20
7:30 a.m. ...................................Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Wednesday, September 21
11:00 a.m. .................................Staff Meeting

Thursday, September 22.......Ministerial Staff Retreat

Sunday, September 25
4:00 p.m. ..................................Camino at Target Starbucks

Monday, September 26
5:30 p.m. ..................................Handbells
7:00 p.m. ..................................Community Empowerment  
                                                   Team Meeting
Tuesday, September 27
5:30 p.m. ..................................FBC Connect Team Meeting

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (UNLESS CONTRADICTED
BY SPECIAL EVENTS)

Sundays
 7:00-7:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  
 4:00-5:30 p.m. ....................Handbells

Mondays
 5:30 p.m.  ............................. Handbells
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
 4:15-5:30 p.m. ..................... Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. ..................... Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. ..................... Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. ..................... Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. .............................. Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. ..................... Church Choir
Children’s Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. .............................. Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. .............................. Music Time/Faith Builders


