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Spire Schedule

Please have any material that you wish to be included 
in the next newsletter to the church office by noon, 
Monday, August 15.  You may drop it off at the office 
or email it to office@fbcdanville.com.  The September 
edition of “The Spire” is scheduled to be mailed on 
Wednesday, August 24.

August 7, 2016
Psalm 100; Psalm 145

—

August 14, 2016
Psalm 51; Psalm 13

—

August 21, 2016
Philippians 4:4-7, Colossians 4:2; Psalm 30

—

August 28, 2016
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 77

We would like to update you on the meeting of the group 
discussing cooperation between First Baptist and College 
Park.  This group is comprised of seven members from each 

of our churches with additional input from Tony Brooks from the Baptist 
General Association of Virginia. 
  Our “Get to Know You” picnic in May was well attended.  There was 
delicious food, near 100% participation in the games, and a great time of 
meeting new friends and reconnecting with old friends. There was much 
positive energy that came from that time of fellowship. 
  Our main goal in developing cooperation between College Park and 
First Baptist is to be able to do missions and ministry more effectively.  With 
that goal in mind, members of the two churches gathered at God’s Storehouse 
to sort the food that was collected during the letter carrier’s food drive.  
Together, we sorted about 80 banana boxes of food ---that does not include 
several shopping carts of food that had to be discarded because of expiration 
dates! The 4,800 pounds of food we sorted will feed around 138 families.
  Youth from College Park and from First Baptist joined together to attend 
Passport Camp earlier in the summer.  Making new friends, exploring the use 
of different skills and talents for God, and celebrating each camper’s “one wild 
life” were great ways to spend a week. The truths discovered during Passport 
Camp will impact these teenagers for the rest of their lives.
  We are working on another mission opportunity.  We will come 
together to help with Grace and Main’s urban farm in North Danville.  The 
details are being worked out and will be coming to you as soon as they are 
finalized. We are also hoping to plan some joint worship experiences for 
the future, perhaps during the fall and Advent seasons.
  The group is now looking at each church’s organizational structure, 
budget, worship style, and history. We are looking at our similarities and 
differences so that we honor the culture and history of both congregations. 
  We are exploring how God can use two like-minded congregations 
to build God’s Kingdom in ways that we could not do separately. We 
have already seen results. We do not know how the next chapter of our 
two churches will be written; we are only certain that the future will not 
look like the past. We have already seen the fruit of working more closely 
together, and we expect that to continue.
  Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this process and for both churches 
to meet the challenges of ministry in today’s world. 

John Carroll, Pastor
Angela Zimmerman, Music Min./Assoc.Pastor

Tammy Vaughan, Office Manager
Sherman Ransom, Sexton

 Dot Walker,  Housekeeper

Discernment UpDate

An Invitation from the Building 
Relationships Deacon Ministry Team

On Thursday September 8, we will have the privilege of preparing and 
serving lunch to the Averett University Christian Student Fellowship.  

This group meets at the West Main Baptist Fellowship Hall at 11:15 every 
Thursday during the semester.  Rev. Skyler Daniel, University Chaplain 
for Averett estimates 15-20 students at this time, but with the new semes-
ter we are hoping that number will grow.  Rev. Daniel will be in touch to 
give us a number after the semester begins. Pastor John Carroll has agreed 
to bring the devotion to this group as well.  If you would like to be a part 
of First Baptist’s ministry to these college students, either by being there 
to serve and mingle with the students or by providing something for the 
meal, please contact Gordon Ballard or John Gilstrap.  We will also be 
providing this ministry November 10 and February 16 so mark your cal-
endars and watch for future reminders.

men’s prayer Breakfast 

On the first Tuesday, August 2, and the third 
Tuesday, August 16, the men of the church are 

invited to a Bible study and prayer time held in the 
parlor at 7:30 a.m.  You may bring your own breakfast 
or order a biscuit from Biscuitville through the church 
office prior to Tuesday.  Coffee and juice are provided.  
John Carroll will be our devotional leader.  Join us 
before going to your other activities of the day to 
pray for our church, our members, our city, and our 
country.  Mark your calendar for MPB on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesday each month.
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News from the Corner of Chestnut & Main
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I want to personally ask you to be in prayer for the 
discernment process and cooperative ministry that we 

are engaging in with College Park Baptist Church.  I don’t 
make this personal appeal because anything is going wrong 
but because this is vitally important work.  No matter 
where this road takes us in the end, the process is helping 

us to ask over and over again how can we be a vital part of 
building God’s kingdom here on earth and what needs to 
change or be birthed new in order for us to do that to the best 
of our abilities.  Engaging that question is, indeed, important 
work.  That work, those engaging in it, and all those involved 
in both congregations need to be covered in prayer.
 Pray that we all might have a keen ability to listen to 
what God is saying and to feel how God is moving, and then 
pray that, having heard and felt, we might have an openness 
to receive that word and that nudge into the depths of our 
being, the wisdom to know how to share it, and the courage 
to step out on faith.  Pray that our creativity and our vision 
might be inspired and enlarged by the power of the Spirit, 
and pray that that same Spirit might grant us strength and 

comfort amidst the challenges of our calling.  Pray that we all might get 
our egos out of the way so that we can pursue the life God wants for us 
and not simply the life we have envisioned for ourselves.  Pray that we 
all might be more compelled by the vision of God’s kingdom and Jesus’ 
calling than we are restrained by the reality of our current comfort.  
Pray that we all might live into the character of Christ as we walk this 
road, for this road will hand us challenges, but we will not be handed 
challenges that Christ’s life within us cannot overcome.  And pray that 
we all might be renewed, individually and as congregations, that the joy 
of God’s salvation and the reality of God’s care for us and for all may fill 
our hearts to overflowing!
 Also, as I ask you to pray for this process I want to let you know of a 
couple of new steps we are taking in this process that are not covered in the letter 
on the front.  First, we want to hear from you.  There is a question box located 
right outside of the office with forms on which you can write your questions.  We 
will collect these questions from both churches, discuss them at our monthly 
discernment meetings, and then get answers to both congregations through the 
occasional update letters that we have been writing.
 Second, we are inviting both congregations to fellowship and 
learning opportunities at the other church that may not be available 
at their own.  There is, of course, no obligation to attend, but these 
expanded offerings give new opportunities for spiritual growth 
and fellowship and cultivate new spaces in which we might get 
to know one another and discern God’s movement together.  The 
good folks at College Park Baptist are being invited to participate in 
our Wednesday Night Activities, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, and Sister 
Chicks.  And we, at First Baptist, are being invited to participate 
in their Sunday evening services and Women’s Missionary Union 
(WMU).  Their Sunday Evening services occur every Sunday night 
at 5 pm and their WMU meets on the first Tuesday of the month 
at 12:00 noon beginning September 6th.  I hope you will take 
advantage of these new opportunities as you are able to do so.
 Thank you for praying, day in and day out, for this process 
and for our churches as a whole, and thank you for committing 
yourselves over and over again to God and to one another.

a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com 
Cell Phone – 336.212.3213

It seems I have been out of 
the office more recently 

than I have been in it.  It 
has been good and I enjoy 
traveling, but getting the regular, day to day tasks 
accomplished has been challenging.  And I feel 

like I have been “out of the loop” with so many things 
going on in the life of our church and in the lives of 
members of my church family. 
 So the question comes, “Has all this going been 
worth it?”  Good question.  Let’s see…
 After short trips in June to the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship’s National Gathering and Baptist Women 
in Ministry, I got to take a trip with five of my favorite 
kids!  Steve and I had the privilege to chaperone 
some of our children as they went to PassportKids 
camp in Spartanburg, South Carolina.  You can read 
some of their reflections elsewhere in the Spire and 
see pictures of our adventure on the bulletin board 
outside the parlor. 

 Was it worth it?  Yes!  I got to see our children making 
friends with strangers. I got to listen as they talked about 
things that had happened in their day and lessons they had 
learned.  I got to observe as they struggled to apply those 
lessons in everyday life.  I got to see the look of distress as 
the morning Bible verse was read and one of our campers 
realized that the words written so long ago were personal 
and necessitated a change.  And I was a witness as ways to 
change were realized and put into practice.
 And me?  I was reminded that we have this one wild 
life and what we do with it, even as adults, is extremely 
important.  The question is a daily one, “What will I do with 
my one wild and precious life?”
 The middle of July saw my bags packed and me on 
the road again—this time to Oasis Music Conference at 
Campbell University. I went with the expectation of getting 
a refresher course in some technical aspect of music, being 
inspired and re-energized, and coming home with Christmas 
music selected and ordered.  I didn’t come home with the 
Christmas music, but with inspiration and affirmation in a 
totally unexpected area.
 Through the music and testimony of Keron Jackson, 
I was reminded that the investment we make in the lives 
of others really does matter.  In Keron’s life, it was many 
sandwiches and people who cared enough to help him get 
from a homeless teenager, through college, to Carnegie 
Hall.  Whether it is a dramatic story such as Keron’s, or 
simply helping a fellow traveler over a rough spot in life, the 
investment of time and energy in others is never wasted.
 And now I’m back in the office for a while.  Time to 
complete the tasks that have been put aside for travels.  Time 
to choose Christmas music.  Time to get back into the routine. 
It is also time to remember the lessons I have learned, and, like 
our PassportKids campers, put them into practice.

	  

	   j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • Cell Phone – 336.880.3576
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Sharing the Love & Life of Christ

All About Kids 
Facilities	  Update:	  	  We	  are	  well	  on	  our	  way	  to	  having	  the	  funds	  needed	  to	  update	  and	  upgrade	  the	  
church	  facilities	  that	  our	  children	  use.	  	  As	  of	  May	  19,	  we	  have	  received	  $8,668.00	  in	  offerings	  from	  
our	  congregation.	  	  These	  offerings	  have	  been	  matched	  with	  $17,336.00	  from	  the	  Memorial	  Fund	  of	  
the	  church,	  giving	  us	  a	  total	  of	  $26,004.00.	  	  We	  are	  well	  on	  our	  way	  to	  our	  goal	  of	  $37,993.	  	  Have	  
you	  given	  yet?	  	  Each	  dollar	  used	  in	  our	  ministry	  to	  children	  is	  an	  investment	  in	  the	  future	  of	  God’s	  
kingdom	  on	  earth.	  	  	  

CALLING ALL WORKERS WITH CHILDREN AND 
PRESCHOOLERS:  Have you ever wondered how the 
beeper system works to call parents who are needed in the 
nursery?   Or what to do if it doesn’t work?  Do you know 
where to check to see if a child has allergies BEFORE serv-
ing snacks?  The Preschool and Children’s Committee has 
worked hard to have the answer to these and so many 
other questions about working with our preschoolers and 
our children.  We are asking that each person who works 
with our children in any capacity (Sunday School, nursery 
volunteer, Wednesday night crew, etc.) attend one of the 
information sessions the committee is hosting in August. 
Two identical meetings are being offered on Thursday eve-
ning, August 18 at 7:00 and on Sunday afternoon, August 
21 at 2:00.  Please let us know which time is most conve-
nient for you by calling or emailing the church office by 
August 15.  Thank you for using your time and your gifts 
to help our children grow in their faith.  

Wonderful Wednesdays return – August style.  We will begin on 
August 10 with a Back to School Bash.  Other unique adventures 
await preschoolers and children as our Wednesday gatherings re-
sume.  Join us at 5:30 for supper and plan to enjoy the fun until 
7:15.   We are also looking forward to the return of Rabbit Hole 
Study Time, Music Time, Faith Steps, Music Makers, and Faith 
Builders in September!

WE MET OUR GOAL!!!   ALL $37,993!!!  All to update the church facilities most used 
by our preschoolers and children.  It will take several months to complete all of the 
projects, but be on the lookout for the wonderful new look and functionality of these 
spaces!!!

 What is it like to be sad?  Or angry?  Or 
happy?  Find out when we watch the movie 
“Inside Out” at Ballou Park on Saturday, 
August 20. All children and adults are in-
vited.  The van will leave the church parking 
lot at 8:30. The movie starts at 9:00.  There 

is no charge for the movie, but be sure to bring a chair or 
blanket to sit on and snacks to share.
 Please let the church office know if you want to ride 
the van by emailing or calling the office by Thursday, August 
18.  Children younger than first grade will need to bring a 
parent with them.  Other parents and friends are also in-
vited.  All are welcome!!

Olaf looks a lot cooler than the weather feels.  
Could it be that he is surrounded by ice and 
thinks cool thoughts?  The city of Danville is 

hosting a series of summer movies shown at various 
outdoor locations.  The children and their friends 
along with adult friends and parents will join the 

Frozen fun as we watch this popular Disney movie 
together at Carrington Pavilion on Friday, July 29.  
The van will leave the church parking lot at 8:30. 

The movie starts at 9:00.  There is no charge for the movie, but 
be sure to bring a chair or blanket to sit on and snacks to share.

Please let the church office know if you want to ride the van by 
emailing or calling the office by Thursday, July 28.  Children 
younger than first grade will need to bring a parent with them.  
Other parents and friends are also invited.  All are welcome!!
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lThank You l
Dear Church Family,
Words cannot express the appreciation our family 
has felt during the past few months.  We are so grateful 
for the continued prayers, visits, and kindness.  We 
feel blessed with the support of John, Angela, and Ray 
Robinson.  Your words of comfort and memories of 
Frank will remain with us forever.  We are also thankful 
for the Virginia Wiles committee who provided lunch 
for our family the day of the funeral.  Many of us had not 
seen each other for years so we enjoyed the lunch and it 
gave the family time to visit each other and reconnect.  
Though we are still sad, each day is better knowing that 
we remain in your thoughts and prayers.  Frank loved 
his church and its members.  
Thank you,
Janet, Daughters, and Grandchildren

Dear First Baptist Church Family,
We want to thank Pastor John Carroll for the beautiful 
graveside service and our church family for being there 
for us during this most difficult time.  
The flowers brought to us from the altar and 
everyone’s prayers have been very comforting and 
healing.  
Love,
Gwen, Jeff, Jesse and Matt Yarbrough

sister cHicks
Our August get-together for 

the Sister Chicks will be on 
the 7th!  
Those who went on the retreat 

had such a good time at Aunt Millie’s 
Restaurant in Milton that we are 

going to do it again.  We will meet 
at the church at 4:30 and take the 

van.  For those of you who would 
like to meet us at the restaurant, we 
should arrive about 5:00.
 We are planning on working 

with the Danville Women’s Shelter (Haven House) 
throughout the year.  For the month of August, 
please bring toiletries to donate.
 Everyone bring your datebooks as we are 
tentatively scheduled for the rest of the year.  (Pencil 
us in for the second Sunday of the month).
 We look forward to seeing all of the 
“Sister Chicks” of the church for food, fellowship, 
and fun!

Wonderful, Precious, Free
I had a wonderful time at camp.  We met Kevin, Sammy, Beth and Alyssa.  We played games.  
We had money and met friends.
I was precious by having fun and learning more about God.
I was free by running, breathing and having fun and learning about fear.
Zack

Pray, Worship, Freedom
We prayed every day.
In worship we sang, danced and prayed.
At camp I learned about freedom from fears.  We had free time like a pool and slides.
We had fun.  Thank you.
KayKay

Freedom, Praise, God
I learned that I have freedom to make choices.
I am able to praise God
We are God’s people because God made us.
We worship God every day.
When I am afraid God is with me.
Benjamin

Precious: wild and precious; Wonderful: wild and wonderful; Free: wild and free 
Day 1
 Wild and Precious.  Today we were assigned to a group of kids and a Bible study 
leader.  We talked about the verse: “Look at the birds in the sky.  They don’t sow seed or harvest 
grain crops into barns, yet your heavenly father feeds them.  Aren’t you worth much more than 
they are?” (Matthew 6:26).  The food was great, they served it like a buffet.  And later in the 
evening, we had a rec party.  My team was undefeated.  At 10:00, we went to bed. 
Day 2
 Wild and Wonderful.  Today we talked about the verse: “I’m sure about this: the one who start-
ed a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6).  
Later that night, we had a Bali Night Market, but it was canceled because of a thunderstorm.  
Day 3 
 Wild and Free.  Today the verse was: “You will know the truth and the truth will 
set you free.” (John 8:32).  We finished the night market today.  In the evening we had a 
variety show!
Day 4 
 Wild at Heart.  Today was the last day of the camp.  We did a small survey.  We 
also talked about the verse: “We love because God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19).  I had to 
say goodbye to my friends.  At 12:30 pm we left.  
Andrew

Dear Church,
 Thank you for letting us go to camp and have fun.  My favorite part was to get in the 
pool.  I learned that God is always with you and he loves you no matter what.  Because of camp 
I will be nicer and start reading my Bible more.  I would like to go to youth camp next year.
ZeeZee
 Earlier this summer, I was able to attend Passport Camp in Greensboro, North 
Carolina with College Park Baptist Church. Throughout the week, I made friends, partici-
pated in meaningful activities, and learned of the many teachings of Jesus Christ. 
The theme of the camp this year was "This Wild Life," [and it wasn't about animals.] The 
theme came from a poem called "The Summer Day" or "The Grasshopper" written by Mary 
Oliver.  The poem ends with the question, “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one 
wild and precious life?”
 Passport taught me to live my one Wild and Precious Life to its fullest by spread-
ing the love, grace, and word of Jesus Christ.
At the camp, there was a very full itinerary to follow every day. Everyone would wake up, 
eat breakfast, sing worship songs, go to our Bible study groups, eat lunch, go to our extra 
activity (choices) groups, have free time where we could spend time with our new friends, 
eat dinner, sing more worship songs, go to the different planned activity for the night, and 
then go to sleep.
 Passport was a very special and fun experience for me, and I thank you all for 
giving me the amazing opportunity to attend.
Hannah Vipperman

reflections from passport camp 
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August 7 Steve & Laura Daniel 
August 14  Karen Tuck
August 21  Jane Gilbert
August 28  Pam Harris  
 

          

s u n d a y  n u r s e r y  m i n i s t r i e ssanctUary flowers

August 7
The family of Isabella Pretty gives the sanctuary flowers 
to the glory of God and in memory of Isabella’s birthday 
which is August 7. 

August 14
The flowers in the sanctuary are in loving memory of 
Buddy Carter, Jr. and Buddy Carter with love from their 
family.

August 21
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of 
God and to honor the 64th anniversary of Kathryn and 
Landon Wyatt.

August 28
The ancient art of Bonsai is only one of many facets of God’s 
creations.  This tree, from the collection of Betty Flippen, 
reminds us of our spiritual connection with nature.  

————— w e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  s u p p e r —————
August 3

No Evening Activities

August 10
Cook: Dot Walker
Host: Doug Stone

Serve/Clean: Roundtable &
Covenant Classes

August 17
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Carolyn Stinson
Serve/Clean: Friendship Class

t h e  B r e a k f a s t  c l u b  s c h e d u l e

First Sunday:   Ray Garassino, John Mason, Tom Millner,   
 Sherry Turner 
Second Sunday:  Mollie Duren, John/Janice Gilstrap, 
 Bruce Hopson, Mark Mills, Dave Slayton 
Third Sunday:   Neda Haymore, Rodney Reese, Sherry Turner
Fourth Sunday:  Harold Brinkley, Jimmy Flippen, 
 Neda Haymore, Sherry Turner
Fifth Sunday:   Jane and Ed Pratt, Jim Livingston 

     ——————————————

s u n d a y  s c h o o l  G r e e t e r s
August 7  Roundtable Class 
August 14  Covenant Class
August 21  Friendship Class
August 28  New Beginnings Class

August 24
Cook: Dot Walker

Hostess: Sandy Turner
Serve/Clean: Zimmerman Class 

& Leadership Council

August 31
Cook: Dot Walker

Host: Jimmy Flippen
Serve/Clean: New Beginning Class

& the Deacons

The Church Choir invites you to add your voice to ours in 
praise and worship of God.  You don’t have to have a great 
solo voice or be able to read music.  We have rehearsals to 
work on those things. You just need a willing spirit and a 
desire to use your vocal gifts in God’s service.  The new 
year of rehearsals begins Wednesday evening, August 10, 
at 7:15 in the Heritage Room.  Questions?  Ask any choir 
member or Angela.

God’s Storehouse is having a Bazaar and Yard Sale
August 6
7:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
750 Memorial Drive
Proceeds will benefit the Malcom Huckabee Backpacks 
Program

There will be crafts, household items and baked goods 
for sale. 

Have items to sell? – sell your items by renting a 10x10 
space for $10. (tables not provided)   
OR
Donate your items for God’s Storehouse to sell!  

For more information, call 434-793-3663 or visit www.
godsstorehouse.org or our Facebook page

Beau Carter  (Home) 434.724.1909 (Cell) 434.770.8010
Elizabeth Compton  (Home) 434.799.0865 (Cell) 434.228.3350
Karen Harris  (Home) 434.792.1792 (Cell) 434.489.4046
Ray Robinson  (Home) 434.685.3778 (Cell) 434.250.9015

Deacon on-call list: aUGUst
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Return Service Requested

Ministers Contact Information
John Carroll •  j.carroll@fbcdanville.com • (336) 880.3576 

Angela Zimmerman •  a.zimmerman@fbcdanville.com • (336) 212.3213

Monday, August 1
7:00 p.m. ............................. Community Empowerment  
                                               Team Meeting
Tuesday, August 2
7:30 a.m. .............................. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
                                              
7:00 p.m. ............................. Preschool/Children’s 
                                               Committee Meeting
                                               at the Zimmerman home

Wednesday, August 3 ..... No Evening Activities

Sunday, August 7
11:45 a.m. ............................ Camino Lunch
2:00 p.m. ............................. Homebound Communion
4:30 p.m. ............................. Sister Chicks leave on van for 
                                               Aunt Millie’s Restaurant
                                              (or meet at Aunt Millie’s at 5:00)
Tuesday, August 9
7:00 p.m. ............................. Leadership Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. ............................. Deacons’ Meeting

Sunday, August 14
4:00 p.m. ............................. Camino at Target Starbucks
5:30 p.m. ............................. FBC Connect Team Meeting

Monday, August 15
12:00 p.m. ........................... Spire Information Due
                                              (for the month of September)
7:00 p.m. ............................. Community Empowerment     
                                               Team Meeting
Tuesday, August 16
7:30 a.m. .............................. Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
                                            
Wednesday, August 17
11:00 a.m. ............................ Staff Meeting

Thursday, August 18
7:00 p.m. ............................. Preschool/Children’s 
                                               Volunteer Orientation
Saturday, August 20
9:00 p.m. ............................. “Inside Out” movie at Ballou      
                                                Park (Van leaving FBC at 
                                                8:30 p.m. for those riding van)
Sunday, August 21
2:00 p.m. ............................. Preschool/Children’s 
                                               Volunteer Orientation
Sunday, August 28
4:00 p.m. ............................. Camino at Target Starbucks
5:30 p.m. ............................. FBC Connect Team Meeting

Special Events____________________

Regular Weekly Events (unleSS cOnTradicTed
by Special evenTS)

Sundays
 7:00-7:30 a.m.  ...................Breakfast Club
 9:15 a.m. .............................Prayer Time
 9:30-10:20 a.m. ..................Sunday School
 10:30-11:30 a.m. ................Worship  
 4:00-5:30 p.m. ....................Handbells

Mondays
 7:00 p.m. .............................. Starmont Swing Band 

Wednesdays
 4:15-5:30 p.m. ..................... Rabbit Hole Study Time
 5:30-6:00 p.m. ..................... Supper is served
 5:30-7:15 p.m. ..................... Childcare (infants-3 years old)
 6:00-7:00 p.m. ..................... Youth Group
 6:15 p.m. .............................. Bible Study
 7:15-8:45 p.m. ..................... Church Choir
Children’s Wonderful Wednesday Activities
 6:00 p.m. .............................. Faith Steps/Music Makers
 6:40 p.m. .............................. Music Time/Faith Builders


